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Introduction 
 
 
 
The Nebraska 21st Century Community Learning Centers (CCLC) grant program staff is pleased 
to share the Technical Assistance for 2017 Applicants.  It is designed to assist in the 
development of an application for a 21st CCLC grant.  Some of the information is taken verbatim 
or adapted from the Federal Non-Regulatory Guidance.  Additional technical assistance specific 
to the Nebraska program has been included.  Interspersed throughout the Technical Assistance 
are “Experience and Practice” vignettes (see the Table of Contents for more detail). 
 
Sections A - E focus on the requirements of the 21st CCLC statute as well as the U.S. 
Department of Education (USDOE) and the Nebraska Department of Education’s (NDE) 
interpretation of these provisions.  Throughout this document, you will find guidance that 
interprets the requirements of the statute, represents the findings of research and experience, 
promotes high-quality programs that directly promote student learning and achievement, and 
involve diverse stakeholders within each community in planning and delivering program 
services. 
 
Sections G-M provide examples of completed forms, the application scoring sheet (rubric) that 
will be used by review team members to score proposals, as well as other resources on 
afterschool programs.  A listing of selected published research articles on afterschool programs 
is included, as well as the federal authorizing statute in full. 
 
If you have questions or need further information regarding the 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers Grant Program, please contact Jan Handa, Coordinator, Nebraska 21st 
Century Community Learning Centers Grant Program, at (402) 471-0876 or via e-mail to 
jan.handa@nebraska.gov.  See the Nebraska 21st CCLC web site at 
http:/www.education.ne.gov/21stcclc for additional information. 
 

 

http://www.education.ne.gov/21stcclc
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SECTION A.  OVERVIEW OF THE 21st CENTURY COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTERS 
(21st CCLC) GRANT PROGRAM 

 
A-1:  What is the relationship between the 21st CCLC and other Federal programs? 
 
The 21st CCLC serves as a supplementary program that can enhance State or local reform 
efforts to improve student academic achievement and to support their overall development.  In 
particular, 21st CCLC funds will create and expand afterschool programs that offer extended 
learning opportunities for students and their families.  Once these programs have been 
established with 21st CCLC funds, other Federal, State, or local funds can also be used to 
provide activities and services in these centers.  Some illustrative examples of how 21st CCLC 
programs can operate in conjunction with other Federal programs to meet mutual goals and 
provide additional resources to target populations are provided below. 
 

Experience & Practice #1: 
Relationship Between 21st CCLC and Other Federal Programs 

 
Title I funds, in concert with the 21st CCLC program funds, can provide extended learning 
programs in schools that integrate enrichment and recreation opportunities with academic 
services.  21st CCLC program funds can also meet the needs of parents seeking supplemental 
educational services (such as tutoring and academic enrichment) for their children.  Local 21st 
CCLC programs may also work in collaboration with programs to supplement services to target 
populations such as migrant students. 
 
Other Federal programs can also complement local 21st CCLC programs.  Many current 21st 
CCLC programs are eligible to receive funds through the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Food and Nutrition Service for “Afterschool Snacks,” and in some cases to provide 
supper to young children.  Local communities can also participate in USDA’s Summer Food 
Service program.  These snacks and meals can contribute to the nutritional services provided in 
local programs.  Services made available through funds from Temporary Assistance to Needy 
Families (administered by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services) can be 
combined with 21st CCLC programs to serve children outside of the regular school day.  21st 
CCLC programs can also utilize Federal funding available through local prevention grants under 
Title V of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (administered by the Office of 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention in the U.S. Department of Justice).  Further 
information on local prevention grants can be found on the OJJDP website, 
http://www.ojjdp.gov/. 
 

In no case, however, may 21st CCLC funds supplant other Federal, State or local funds. 

 

 

 

Experience & Practice #2:  Staff Development 

 
To sustain a quality program, staff and volunteers who will be delivering academic support and 
enrichment services should be provided with ongoing training and learning opportunities, both to 
ensure that they interact appropriately with students and families, and also to prevent high rates of 
student turnover.  Staff training should focus on how to work with children, how to negotiate, and 
how to address the needs of students of different ages, races, cultures, and disabilities.  Training 
can also give staff ideas for enrichment and hands-on activities, greater expertise in academic 
subject matter, knowledge in assessing student progress, and strategies for implementing the 
different program components of academics, enrichment, and recreation for students and their 
families. 
 

http://www.ojjdp.gov/
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A-2:  What is the relationship between the 21st CCLC program and the school district? 
 
Although a 21st CCLC grant may be awarded to an entity other than a school district, it is 
expected that all grant-funded programs will operate in partnership with the school district.  
There should be ongoing program planning to align the CLC policies and curriculum with those 
of the district (see Parts 6 A-C of the Application for more details). 

 

 
SECTION B.  STATE COMPETITIVE GRANTS TO LOCAL ENTITIES 
B-1:  What organizations are eligible to apply for 21st CCLC funds? 
 
Any public or private organization is eligible to apply for a 21st CCLC grant.  Examples of 
agencies and organizations eligible under the 21st CCLC program include, but are not limited to:  
non-profit agencies, city or county government agencies, faith-based organizations, institutions 
of higher education, and for-profit corporations.  The statute encourages eligible organizations 
applying for funds to collaborate with the schools the students attend.  The statute also allows a 
consortium of two or more agencies, organizations or entities to apply. 
 
B-2:  Is a local applicant eligible to apply for a grant if it has no prior afterschool 
experience? 
 
Organizations do not have to demonstrate prior experience in providing afterschool programs to 
be eligible to apply for a grant.  However, in its application, an organization that does not have 
such experience must demonstrate promise of success in providing educational and related 
activities that will complement and enhance the academic performance, achievement, and 
positive youth development of the students. 
 

 

Experience & Practice #3:  Positive Youth Development 
 

Positive youth development refers to a philosophy and approach to working with young 
people that recognizes that: (1) multiple domains of young people’s development—
cognitive, social, emotional, physical and moral—are interconnected; (2) all young people 
have strengths and prior knowledge that serve as a platform for subsequent development; 
and (3) young people are active agents of their own growth and development.  Inclusion of 
family members and community adults as models/mentors is critical to positive youth 
development. 

 

 
Experience & Practice #4: 

Link Between Data, Program Length and Sustainability 
 

Each year, participating organizations should collect data that can help them analyze and refine 
their programs based on the impact of the activities.  Programs with proven effectiveness are 
those that are most likely to be sustained after the 21st CCLC grant funding ends.  Current 
practice and research strongly suggest that it takes a period of approximately five years of 
continual revision and improvement for a community to fully implement a successful program. 
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B-3:  May a community learning center be located or take place outside of a school? 
 
Yes.  The state may approve an application for a community learning center to be located in a 
facility other than an elementary or secondary school.  However, the alternate facility must be at 
least as available and accessible to the participants as if the program were located in an 
elementary or secondary school.  Whether the program takes place in a school building or other 
facility, the applicant must address how students will travel safely to and from the community 
learning center and home. 
 

 
B-4:  Who may serve as the fiscal agent for a 21st CCLC grant? 
 
Any eligible entity (local educational agency, community-based organization, or other public or 
private entity) may serve as the fiscal agent for a 21st Century Community Learning Center 
grant.  Fiscal agents must annually register in the SAM (System for Award Management) and 
must have a DUNS (Dun & Bradstreet) number.  Fiscal agents are subject to approval by NDE.  
Requests to act as the fiscal agent will be considered based on the following criteria: 

 previous experience administering local, state or federal grants or projects of similar size 
and scope,  

 proven fiduciary responsibility through one or both of the following:  
o annual audits, and/or 
o adequate fiscal controls to meet federal and state guidelines/regulations, 

 linkage with the school district(s) and the school site(s) to be served. 
  
B-5:  May 21st CCLC program funds support communities that are already implementing  
afterschool activities? 
 
Yes.  21st CCLC funds may be used to expand and enhance current activities provided in 
existing afterschool programs, whether supported by public or private funds.  For example, a 
grantee may use funds to align activities to help students meet local and state academic 
standards if those services are not part of the current afterschool program.  Again, grantees 

 
Experience & Practice #5:  Collaboration 

 

Effective partnerships within the community allow for more efficient use of local resources.  
Collaboration among diverse partners strengthens the variety of services the community can 
offer.  For example, community learning centers that partner with a county hospital, the local 
church, and a printing company in the community might more easily offer health care 
information, have church volunteers serving snacks for the program, and promote the 
program with free copying services.  Each local community will have assets in terms of 
services and personnel, which the applicant needs to tap. 

Experience & Practice #6:  Hours of Operation 
 
NDE requires minimum hours of operation depending on the services provided.  See the application 
packet page A-4 for more information.  Research suggests that more time spent in engaged and 
sustained learning activities yields greater benefits.  To ensure that children have ample extended 
learning time, the USDOE believes that, based on analyses of 21st CCLC and other afterschool 
program evaluation data, centers should be open three hours a day and at least four days a week.  
To best serve the children of working families, centers should consider establishing consistent and 
dependable hours of operation. 
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must bear in mind that 21st CCLC funds can be used only to supplement and not supplant any 
federal or non-federal funds used to support current programs.  See also C-9. 
 
B-6:  May a state use 21st CCLC funds to award a planning grant to an organization that 
currently does not provide any out-of-school time activities? 
 
No.  Funds under this program must be used to provide services and cannot exclusively support 
planning.  The legislation requires a local applicant to demonstrate prior experience or promise 
of success in providing educational or related activities.  Local applicants should plan for 
implementation prior to applying for the grant.  However, grantees may use funds for ongoing 
planning throughout the grant period to strengthen the program based on evaluation results. 
 
B-7:  Are religious organizations, including entities such as religious private schools, 
eligible to receive 21st CCLC grants from the state? 
 
Yes.  Faith-Based Organizations (FBOs) are eligible to apply for local grants provided they meet 
all statutory and regulatory requirements of this program.  In order to ensure that a local 
grantee, including a FBO, meets the program’s purposes and criteria, it should not discriminate 
against beneficiaries on the basis of religion.  In matters of program eligibility, the state may not 
discriminate against grant applicants with regard to religion.  Thus, faith-based and community-
based organizations are encouraged to apply for local grants on the same basis as other 
applicants. 
 
Funds shall be used solely for the purposes set forth in this grant program.  No funds provided 
pursuant to this program shall be expended to support religious practices, such as religious 
instruction, worship, or prayer. 
 
B-8:  Are public charter schools eligible to participate in the 21st CCLC program? 
 
Yes.  Under State law, public charter schools are generally either local educational agencies or 
public schools within an LEA.  As such, public charter schools are eligible to be considered for 
support on the same basis as other schools or LEAs in the State.  If a charter school is 
designated as an LEA under State laws and meets the eligibility requirements outlined in 
question B-1, it may apply to the State for an award as an LEA.  If a charter school is 
considered a school within an LEA, it may receive funding through an award to the LEA. 
 
Whether or not a charter school applies for a grant, students who attend charter schools and 
reside within the geographic boundaries of a public school building that offers a 21st CCLC 
program may participate in 21st CCLC programs established through an application submitted 
by other organizations.  
 
B-9:  May an educational service unit within a State apply for 21st CCLC program funds 
on behalf of eligible schools for which it provides services? 
 
Yes.  An educational service unit may apply for and receive a grant.  States may award funds to 
such agencies to coordinate and carry out activities for LEAs, other participating organizations, 
or consortia of organizations.  
 
B-10:  Are private school students eligible to participate in 21st CCLC activities carried 
out in public schools? 
 
Yes.  Public school districts submitting an application must have a meaningful discussion with 
an authorized representative or designee of each nonpublic school geographically located within 
each public school building attendance area to document that the nonpublic school was 
consulted regarding potential participation in the grant activities.  Participating public and 
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nonpublic schools must then reach an agreement about what “equitable participation” means.  
Following the consultation, it is the responsibility of the public school district to complete a 
Nonpublic School Participation Form (NDE 34-014) for each nonpublic school (or group of 
schools represented by their designee) and attach the completed forms in the grant application.  
A list of Nebraska public schools and the nonpublic schools that each must consult is available 
at http://www.education.ne.gov/federalprograms/Documents/NonPublic%202012-
13/Title_I_Consultation_List_201415_Updated_6-4-14.pdf . 
 
B-11:  May several organizations form a consortium to apply for 21st CCLC funds? 
 
Yes.  Communities or organizations may apply together to share resources, as long as statutory 
requirements are met. 
 
B-12:  How does the legislative requirement for a minimum award of $50,000 per grant 
apply to a consortium of organizations? 
 
The minimum grant award is $50,000 per year regardless of how many organizations take part 
in the consortium.  However, one entity must be designated as the fiscal agent on behalf of all 
members of the consortium. 
 
 
SECTION C.  USE OF GRANT FUNDS   
 
C-1:  What activities are allowable under this grant program? 
 
See pages A-5 – A-6 of the application. 

 

Experience & Practice #7:  Academic Enrichment Activities 
 
Academic enrichment can include tutoring in core academic subjects and provide extra 
learning opportunities that provide students with ways to practice their academic skills 
through engaging, hands-on activities.  Such activities might include:  chess clubs to foster 
critical thinking skills, persistence and other positive work habits; theatre programs to 
encourage reading, writing and speaking as well as teamwork, goal-setting and decision-
making; book clubs to encourage reading and writing for pleasure; cooking programs to 
foster application of reading, writing, math and science skills; poetry contests to encourage 
reading, writing and speaking; woodworking programs to encourage planning, 
measurement, estimation and other calculation skills; and computer clubs, including 
newspaper publishing, to promote writing, editing and knowledge of and comfort with 
technology. 
 
These kinds of enrichment programs are consistent with evidence of the importance of 
constructive learning activities during the non-school hours.  For example, researcher 
Reginald Clark found that economically disadvantaged youth who participated in 
constructive learning activities for 20-35 hours per week performed better in school than 
their more passive peers. 

 

http://www.education.ne.gov/21stcclc/Grant_Application/TablesForm/TablesFormHomepage.html
http://www.education.ne.gov/federalprograms/Documents/NonPublic%202012-13/Title_I_Consultation_List_201415_Updated_6-4-14.pdf
http://www.education.ne.gov/federalprograms/Documents/NonPublic%202012-13/Title_I_Consultation_List_201415_Updated_6-4-14.pdf
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C-2:  What are some examples of allowable and non-allowable costs? 

 

Expenditure 
Allowable or 

Non-allowable Rationale 

Flowers, gifts or lunch for staff Non-allowable Considered entertainment, which is prohibited 

Snacks for student participants Allowable 
All grantees must participate in applicable USDA nutrition 
programs. 

Food or meals for parents/family 
members 

May be 
Allowable Must meet all current NDE requirements for such activity. 

Food or refreshments for training 
events 

May be 
Allowable Must meet all current NDE requirements for such activity. 

Food for advisory council meetings 
May be 
Allowable Must meet all current NDE requirements for such activity. 

Tickets to the opera 
May be 
Allowable 

Ok if the ticket cost is reasonable and the event is clearly 
associated to furthering the grant goals. 

Costumes for an afterschool play 
May be 
Allowable 

Ok if used exclusively by the afterschool program.  If other 
programs use the costumes, the costs should be shared 
directly or through indirect costs. 

A van to transport students home Non-allowable 

Capital expenditures such as this are not allowable.  
However, a 21

st
 CCLC program can pay charges for the 

use of a van owned by another program or entity. 

A ropes course for students 
May be 
Allowable 

Grant funds cannot be used to construct or build a ropes 
course.  However, fees to use an existing course would be 
allowable. 

Cost of transitioning from half-day to 
full-day kindergarten Non-allowable 

The 21
st
 CCLC program cannot pay the costs of regular 

school day programs or activities. 

Budget reductions in locally funded 
out-of-school time program 

May be 
Allowable 

A school cannot completely cut an existing district-funded 
out-of-school time program and expect the 21

st
 CCLC 

program to compensate for the loss.  This would be 
considered supplanting.  However, if all discretionary 
programs were cut, this reduction may be allowable. 

 
C-3:  Can 21st CCLC program funds support services to adults? 
 
Yes.  Adult family members of students participating in a 21st CCLC may participate in 
educational services or activities appropriate for adults.  In particular, local programs should 
offer services to support parental involvement in their child’s education and family literacy.  
Services may be provided to families of students to advance the students’ academic 
achievement.  However, programs are open only to those adults who are members of the 
families of participating children.  See page G-52 for the definition of family member. 
 
C-4:  Can 21st CCLC program funds support services for pre-kindergarten children? 
 
Yes.  However, services for pre-kindergartners are limited to enrolled kindergartners during the 
summer months immediately preceding the child’s entry into kindergarten. 
 
C-5:  Several civil rights laws apply to recipients of Federal grants.  Do these laws apply 
to private organizations that receive a grant under this program? 
 
Yes, these laws apply to recipients of federal financial assistance, whether they are public or 
private. They include Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, which bars discrimination based on race, 
color, or national origin; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, which bars 
discrimination based on gender; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which bars 
discrimination based on disability; and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975.  Section 9534 of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act in effect provides that nothing in that Act disturbs the 
application of these laws.  By the same token, the Act does not alter the applicability of other 
non-discrimination laws that are unrelated to the receipt of federal funds (such as Title VII of the 
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Civil Rights Act, which forbids employment discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, 
sex, or national origin, but also contains certain exceptions).  
 
C-6:  Which Equitable Access and Participation regulations apply to this program? 
 
Section 427 of the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) affects applicants for this grant 
program.  All applicants will include information to address this provision under the "Equitable 
Access" portion of the Management Plan.  Section 427 requires each applicant for funds (other 
than an individual person) to include in its application a description of the steps the applicant 
proposes to take to ensure equitable access to, and participation in, its Federally-assisted 
program for students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries with special needs. 
 
This provision allows applicants discretion in developing the required description.  The statute 
highlights six types of barriers that can impede equitable access or participation: gender, race, 
national origin, color, disability, or age.  Based on local circumstances, you should determine 
whether these or other barriers might prevent your students, teachers, etc. from such access or 
participation in the project or activity.  The description in your application of steps to be taken to 
overcome these barriers need not be lengthy; you may provide a clear and succinct description 
of how you plan to address those barriers that are applicable to your circumstances. 
 
Section 427 is not intended to duplicate the requirements of civil rights statutes, but rather to 
ensure that, in designing their projects, applicants address equity concerns that may affect the 
ability of certain potential beneficiaries to fully participate in the project and to achieve to high 
standards.  Consistent with program requirements and its approved application, an applicant 
may use the funds awarded to it to eliminate barriers it identifies. 
 
C-7:  What are some examples of how an applicant might satisfy the Section 427 GEPA 
requirements? 

The following examples may help illustrate how an applicant may comply with Section 427 of 
GEPA. 

(1) An applicant that proposes to carry out an adult literacy project serving, among 
others, adults with limited English proficiency, might describe in its application how it 
intends to distribute a brochure about the proposed project to such potential 
participants in their native language. 

(2) An applicant that proposes to develop instructional materials for classroom use might 
describe how it will make the materials available on audio tape or in Braille for 
students who are blind. 

(3) An applicant that proposes to carry out a model science program for secondary 
students and is concerned that girls may be less likely than boys to enroll in the 
course, might indicate how it intends to conduct “outreach” efforts to girls to 
encourage their enrollment. 

 
C-8:  Can 21st CCLC activities take place during the regular school day? 
 
No.  The statute specifically indicates services are to be provided outside the regular school 
day, that is, before-school, afterschool, evenings, weekends, or summer.  The program may 
offer services to students during normal school hours on days when school is not in session, 
e.g., school holidays or teacher professional development days.  However, activities targeting 
adult family members may take place during regular school hours, as these times may be the 
most suitable for serving this population. 
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C-9:  Can the 21st CCLC local grantees work with other Federal, State and local programs 
that have related purposes? 
 
Yes.  The USDOE strongly encourages local programs to identify other sources of related 
funding and to describe, in their applications, how all of these resources will be combined or 
coordinated to offer a high-quality, sustainable program.  Each local application must identify 
Federal, State, and local programs that also offer afterschool services and that will be combined 
or coordinated with the proposed program to make the most effective use of public resources.  
However, 21st CCLC funds awarded to local grantees must be used only to supplement the level 
of federal, state, local, and other non-federal funds and not to replace funds that would have 
been available to conduct activities if 21st CCLC funds had not been available.  21st CCLC 
grantees are encouraged to seek partners especially able to increase family and community 
involvement in schools. 
 
C-10:  How does 21st CCLC fit within the broader context of a school’s improvement plan? 
 
A 21st CCLC program can be an important component in a school improvement plan, 
particularly as it offers extended learning time to help children meet State and local academic 
standards.  Local programs must ensure that the academic services they provide are aligned 
with the school’s curriculum in the core subject areas. 
 
C-11:  May the fiscal agent charge indirect costs to their 21st CCLC grant? 
 
Yes.  Indirect costs are those costs which are not readily identifiable with the activities of the 
grant, (i.e., accounting, payroll, budgeting, purchasing).  These costs are not to be confused 
with administrative costs (salaries, benefits) for staff conducting grant activities readily 
identifiable with the grant and documented by time and effort logs.  NDE calculates indirect cost 
rates for all school districts and ESUs each year in the spring.  For entities other than a school 
district, the rate that will be in effect is the lesser of either the school district restricted indirect 
cost rate or the approved indirect cost rate of the entity approved as the fiscal agent.  The 2016-
2017 restricted indirect cost rates are available at 
http://www.education.ne.gov/fos/ASPX/IndirectCost/Default.aspx. 

 
C-12:  May a grantee charge pre-award costs to the 21st CCLC grant? 
 
No.  If the local organization incurs financial obligations prior to or after the grant period, they 
will be the responsibility of the grantee. 
 
C-13:  Can a grantee charge the 21st CCLC grant for costs incurred after the grant period? 
 
An organization that receives a 21st CCLC grant may use 21st CCLC funds for allowable costs 
only during the grant award period.  For example, a grantee is free to enter into a multi-year 
contract with a service provider; however, 21st CCLC funds may only be used for allowable 
costs related to that contract occurring within the grant award period. 
 
C-14:  What happens to grant funds if a grantee is not making substantial progress and 
continuation funding is denied? 
 
If it is determined that a grantee is not making substantial progress and continuation funding is 
denied, the state may redistribute any unobligated 21st CCLC funds, even if doing so would 
reduce the funds available to the grantee below $50,000.  
 

http://www.education.ne.gov/fos/ASPX/IndirectCost/Default.aspx
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C-15:  May a grantee use 21st CCLC program funds to pay or reimburse a proposal-
writing firm for developing its grant application? 
 
No. 
 
C-16:  Must community learning centers provide services free of charge? 
 
No.  However, programs must be equally accessible to all students targeted for services, 
regardless of their ability to pay.  Programs that charge fees may not prohibit any family from 
participating due to its financial situation.  The priority of the program to serve poor students and 
families could be compromised through high program fees.  Programs that opt to charge fees 
must offer a sliding scale of fees and scholarships for those who cannot afford the program.  
Income collected from fees must be used to fund program activities specified in the grant 
application.  
 
C-17:  Are there restrictions on the use of program income? 
 
Yes.  Program income must be used to supplement services to eligible students participating in 
the 21st CCLC program and cannot be used to extend the program to an ineligible student 
population.   All program income generated during the grant period must be obligated or 
expended no later than September 30th of the final grant-funded year. 
 
C-18:  Are there specific object codes that must be used when preparing the budget 
forms in the grant application? 
 
Budget object codes (and definitions in large part) are taken from the Users’ Manual-Program 
Budgeting, Accounting and Reporting System for Nebraska School Districts (revised August 25, 
2016).  See the manual for definitions of the line items.  Applicants who use an accounting 
system with different budget object codes must provide a key to cross reference the grant 
application forms with the accounting codes actually used.  This becomes especially helpful for 
grantees that use a computerized accounting system that is different from the state system. 
 
C-19:  What policies may be waived if requested in the 21st CCLC grant application 
document?  Where in the application are the waivers to be requested? 
 
If sufficient need is demonstrated, requests for waivers of application policies may be granted.  
Waivers may be requested in the following areas: 

 To waive the competitive priority #2 requirement that the application be submitted jointly by 
at least one school building benefiting from 2014-2015 Title 1, Part A funds and at least one 
public or private community-based organization (CBO) due to the lack of a CBO within 
reasonable geographic proximity and of sufficient quality; 

 If minimum service hours will not be provided (a minimum of 3 hours/day at least 4 
days/week for afterschool services, and at least 4 hours/day on non-school days, including 
summer break) based on services proposed; 

 To exceed the $15/hour or $120/day (inclusive of benefits) limit, or the school district 
contract rate for stipends for grant-related non-contract time work; and 

 
All waivers must be requested in Part 8A – Adequacy of Resources. 
 

 

https://www.education.ne.gov/FOS/SchoolFinance/AFR/Downloads/1516/2016UsersManual.pdf
https://www.education.ne.gov/FOS/SchoolFinance/AFR/Downloads/1516/2016UsersManual.pdf
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SECTION D.  EVALUATION & ACCOUNTABILITY 
 
 

D-1:  What are the evaluation requirements for local grantees? 
 
Each grantee must undergo a continuous improvement evaluation process to assess its 
progress toward achieving the goals of the 21st Century Community Learning Centers.  The 
evaluation must be based on the factors included in the principles of effectiveness.  The results 
of the evaluation must be:  (1) used to refine, improve, and strengthen the program and to refine 
the performance measures; and (2) made available to the public upon request.  Local grantees, 
working with NDE, must evaluate the academic progress of children participating in the 21st 
CCLC program.  A systematic evaluation process to facilitate continuous improvement of 
programs has been developed in Nebraska which includes federal data (grantee profile and 
annual performance report data), state data (MS Access database containing student, program, 
and survey data), and local evaluation activities. 

 

Experience & Practice #8:  Recommendations for Afterschool Programming 
 
After-School Programs and the K-8 Principals, developed by the National Association for 
Elementary School Principals (NAESP), in cooperation with the National Institute on Out of 
School Time, The National School-Age Care Alliance, and the USDOE, identifies standards for 
quality school-age child care.  One of the standards of excellence that specifically pertains to 
afterschool programming reflects a commitment to promoting knowledge, skills, and 
understandings through enriching learning opportunities that complement the school day.  
Specifically, high-quality afterschool programs should offer opportunities for children to develop 
in the following areas:   
 

 Communication skills in reading, writing, speaking, spelling, and listening. 

 Math skills in computation, application, and problem solving. 

 Scientific inquiry into the natural and physical world, as well as practical applications of 
science and technology. 

 The interrelationships of people and cultures to historic, geographic and economic 
environments. 

 Participation in the arts, including visual arts, music, dance, and drama. 

 Development of physical fitness and motor skills through sports and other physical 
activity. 

 Opportunities for problem-solving that strengthen decision-making and higher-level 
thinking skills. 

 Study and time-management skills to encourage children’s responsibility for their own 
learning.  

 Personal and civic responsibility and the significance of service to others. 

 Appreciation of, and respect for, differences in culture, race, and gender. 

 Skill development in computer and multimedia technology. 
 
(Source:  The National Association of Elementary School Principals. After-School Programs 
& The K-8 Principal, p.7.) 
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D-2:  What data will grantees have to report annually? 
 
Standard or core evaluation data across grantees will be collected.  Examples of some of the 
data that will be collected are listed below. 
 
Grant Level Data 
 Quality of program 

Program objective attainment – status, changes, comments 
 Planned project and/or site adjustments based on formative evaluation results 
 Community collaboration and involvement 
 Professional development of staff 
Center Level Data (Data must be submitted for each center) 
 Characteristics of the center  Characteristics of the host schools 

Center participation   Hours of operation 
 Student demographics  Regular attendees vs. non-regular 

Activities provided   Linkages to school day 
Observational ratings of programs 
 

Student Data (Data must be submitted for each center) 
 Grade level 
 School building attended 

Regular attendee’s performance on reading, writing, and mathematics district objectives 
(collected on teacher survey) 
Behavior and attendance 
Social interaction 
 

Data Collection Instruments Provided by the State 
Teacher survey 
Student survey 
Parent survey 
School and community partner collaboration survey 
 

Experience & Practice #9:  Evaluation Recommendations and Resources 
 
Good evaluations start with a set of important questions that can be answered during the actual 
evaluation.  In large part, those questions may be determined through a careful analysis of the 
goals of the program.  For example, improving academic achievement is, by statute, a 
mandatory goal.  Each local program should have objectives with specific indicators that are 
measurable and that can be assessed repeatedly over time to track progress.  An indicator for 
improving academic achievement, for example, may be students’ reading grades.  Once the 
goals and indicators have been framed, local grantees should identify data sources that are 
available for the indicator.  For reading grades, the source may be report cards or test scores 
because they are a quantifiable indicator for success.   
 
Beyond the Bell:  A Toolkit for Creating Effective After-School Programs, developed by the 
North Central Regional Educational Laboratory, offers guidance and evaluation tools to help 
programs develop indicators for program goals, and helpful resources in data collection and 
evaluation, as well as information on choosing an external evaluator. 
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SECTION E.  LICENSURE 
 
E-1:  On what basis is it determined if my organization will need to be licensed? 
 

In general, the rule of thumb is:  compensation = regulation.  If any fee is charged (sliding scale 
or not), the service provider (at the site where care is provided) must be licensed by the 
Nebraska Health & Human Services System (HHSS) as a child care center.  Nebraska child 
care and school age licensure requirements are listed in Title 391, Nebraska Administrative 
Code Chapters 1-9.  The licensure requirements can be accessed at 
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/reg_t391.aspx. 
 
E-2:  Whom may I contact for more information? 
 

Regional HHSS licensure representatives are available to provide guidance on obtaining a 
license for a child care or school age center. 
 
SECTION F.  MISCELLANEOUS 
 

F-1:  What portions of the USDOE’s General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) apply 
to the 21st CCLC program? 
 

The USDOE’s General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) apply to the 21st CCLC program, 
particularly Part 76–StateAdministered programs, Part 77–Definitions that Apply to Department 
Regulations, Part 82–New Restrictions on Lobbying, Part 85–Governmentwide Debarment and 
Suspension (Non-procurement) and Government-wide Requirements for Drug-Free Workplace 
(Grants), Part 99–Family Educational Rights and Privacy. For more information, go to their 
website at http://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.html .  
 

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) distributes OMB Circulars, which are 
administrative policy documents that give instructions to federal agencies on a variety of topics, 
including the administration of federal grants. The USDOE adopted the Uniform Guidance (2 
CFR Part 200) on 12/19/14 to streamline and consolidate government requirements for 
receiving and using federal awards so as to reduce administrative burden and improve 
outcomes. For technical assistance, go to http://www2.ed.gov/ 
 

F-2:  How can school data on free and reduced-cost meals (poverty), mobility, and 
English Learners (EL) be accessed? 
 

School building data required to determine eligibility for the Absolute and Competitive Priorities 
is available on the NDE web site.  Use the figures reported to NDE as published in the 2015-16 
Nebraska Education Profile, released October, 2016 at http://www.education.ne.gov/. 
 
F-3:  How do you retrieve data for specific school buildings? 
 

Detailed instructions on the retrieval of report card data pertinent to each priority are provided 
below. 

Instructions to Retrieve Data from the Nebraska Education Profile 
This response will be updated upon the release of the Nebraska Education Profile in October 
2016. 
 
F-4:  What information will be requested of grantees to document duties and 
responsibilities among partners? 
 

A formal agreement between the partners does not need to be included in the application.  
However, in a cooperative project it is highly advisable to agree on and document key 
programmatic issues so that all partners are fully aware of their responsibilities.  For example, 
who will have ultimate decision-making authority?  Will a single person be given this authority or 
will a board be established to make decisions?  How often will consortium partners meet?  How 

http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/reg_t391.aspx
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.html
http://www2.ed.gov/
http://www.education.ne.gov/
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will special needs of children be addressed?  Who will be responsible for insurance?  Who will 
handle the budgeting issues?  Who will handle the accounting and auditing responsibilities?  
Each consortium applicant should develop a written agreement that documents: 

 The purpose of the partnership (e.g., to establish, maintain, and operate before- and 
afterschool programs within the school building attendance boundaries of the 
participating schools), 

 The governing body of the consortium; 

 Governance issues; 

 Meeting frequency; 

 Communication processes; 

 Reporting project progress through submission of annual reports, surveys, and 
requested evaluation data; 

 Budgeting; 

 Fiscal duties; and 

 Other issues pertinent to the local group, such as hiring, exchange of information, and 
space needs. 

 
F-5:  What is the policy regarding equipment ownership? 
 

Unless otherwise provided by applicable law or regulation, any personal property or equipment 
purchased with 21st CCLC grant funds is considered the property of the grantee.  Any other 
proposed ownership of property or equipment purchased with 21st CCLC grant funds must be 
requested in Part 8A – Adequacy of Resources. 
 
F-6:  When is an interlocal agreement necessary?  What information should be included 
in an interlocal agreement? 
 

It is recommended that entities that will be entering into a cooperative seek legal advice on 
these written agreements.  Grantees should be aware that the Interlocal Cooperation Act  
(13-801 through 13-827 R.R.S.) only applies to agreements between governmental entities.  
Non-governmental entities cannot be parties to agreements under that Act. 
 
F-7:  In what order should the application be assembled? 

Order of Application Contents 
 

Cover Page (NDE 34-037) (Part 1) 
Statement of Assurances Signature Page 

(NDE 34-038) (Part 1) 
Consortia Partners Signature Page (NDE 

34-035) (Part 1) 
Nonpublic School Participation Form(s) 

(NDE 34-014) (Part 1) 
Table of Contents (Part 2) 
Abstract (Part 3) 
Site Summary Form (NDE 34-034) (Part 4) 
Need (Part 5) 
Program Goals (Part 6A) 
Program Administration (Part 6B) 
Schedule of Operation by Site Table 

(Part 6B) 
Management Plan (Part 6C) 

Staffing Summary Table (Part 6C) 
Staffing (Part 6C) 
Collaboration and Partnerships (Part 6C) 
Equitable Access (Part 6C) 
Site Location (Part 6C) 
Sustainability (Part 6C) 
Fiscal Management (Part 6C) 
Evaluation (Part 7) 
Adequacy of Resources (Part 8A) 
Budget Summary (NDE 34-016) (Part 8B) 
Budget Justification for Grant Funds Only 

(NDE 34-018) (Part 8B) 
Budget Justification for Partner/Local Fiscal 

Support Only (NDE 34-019) (Part 8B) 
Appendix (Part 9)

 
F-8:  Which evidence of mailing date is acceptable? 
 

Regardless of the method of delivery chosen, it is strongly recommended that applicants retain 
a receipt to verify the mailing or delivery date.  The use of certified mail is encouraged to provide 
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a postmarked receipt for applicant files.  The applicant must show proof of mailing on or before 
the deadline date consisting of one of the following methods: 

(1) a legibly dated U.S. Postal Service postmark on the mailing container, 
(2) a legible mail receipt with the date of mailing stamped by the U.S. Postal Service, or 
(3) a shipping label, invoice, or receipt from a commercial carrier (e.g., FedEx®) showing 

the date on which the application was submitted to the carrier. 
See the following page for detailed examples. 
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 Submitting the Grant—Evidence of Mailing Date
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SECTION G.  DOCUMENT SAMPLES 
 
G-1:  What information should be included in the letter of intent to apply for this grant?  
When is the letter of intent due? 
 
The letter of intent identifies the schools (buildings) to be served and the collaborating agencies.  
It is due no later than December 1, 2016.  
 

 
SAMPLE LETTER OF INTENT 

 
<Date> 
 
Jan Handa 
21st Century Community Learning Centers Grant Program 
Nebraska Department of Education 
301 Centennial Mall South, P.O. Box 94987 
Lincoln, NE  68509-4987 
 
Dear Jan: 
 
On behalf of <insert school or consortia name>, we the undersigned would like to submit this 
letter of intent to apply for the Nebraska 21st Century Community Learning Centers Grant.  As of 
the present date, the application will propose service to the following school buildings: 
 
<insert each public and private school building to be served> 
 
The following community-based organizations (CBOs) will be included in the planning and 
implementation of the services provided by the proposed grant project: 
 
<insert each CBO that will collaborate> 
 
In year 1 it is estimated that approximately <number of> students across the entire project will 
be served. 
 
We, the undersigned recognize that this letter of intent does not bind us to (a) submit an 
application or (b) submit an application that includes the exact schools or CBOs listed herein.  
We understand that this letter of intent will be used by the Nebraska Department of Education to 
communicate with prospective applicants and to adequately prepare for the grant review 
process. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
<Primary contact name>    <Primary contact name> 
<Title, Organization>     <Title, Organization> 
<Phone Number>     <Phone Number> 
<E-mail address>     <E-mail address> 
 

 
G-2:  When is a letter of commitment necessary?  What information should be included in 
a letter of commitment? 
 
A letter of commitment must be provided to document any partner/local fiscal support of $1,000 
or more to the project by the lead agency, co-applicants, or other organizations.  All 
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contributions, regardless of the dollar amount, must be listed in the budget and must be donated 
or expended within the project duration for the benefit of the project activities.  Partner/local 
fiscal support includes monies that will be donated by or on behalf of the applicant for activities 
specified in the proposal. It also includes other contributions such as services, overhead costs, 
the cash value of staff time donated for grant work, instructional materials, equipment, or 
supplies which will be donated for the implementation of activities specified in the proposal. 
 
An example of a letter of commitment documenting partner/local fiscal support of $1,000 or 
more follows below. 

 

 
G-3:  What tables and forms are required to be completed in the application?  Are they 
available electronically? 
 
The required tables and forms are summarized on page A-11 of the Application.  Interactive 
forms are available on the Nebraska 21st CCLC web site and may be accessed at 
http://www.education.ne.gov/21stcclc/Grant_Application/TablesForm/TablesFormHomepage.ht
ml.  Forms are available in either PDF or Microsoft Word (WORD) format.  See the following 
pages for completed examples of all required tables and forms. 

SAMPLE LETTER OF COMMITMENT 
Date 
 

Lead Agency Representative Name 
Lead Agency Organization 
Address 
City, State, Zip 
 

Dear: 

 

Substantiation of Contributions 
XYZ Investment Company is pleased to support the ABC Consortium Before- and Afterschool 
Program by committing to provide the following contributions to the project if it is funded: 
 

 A financial consultant that will act as an instructor for the investment course for middle 
school students.  The average hourly rate of pay for these consultants is $35 per hour.  
Therefore, the value of the contribution is $35/hour x 1 hour/week x 36 weeks = $1,260 
per year. 

 Print materials and miscellaneous supplies estimated at $75 per year. 
 

Total partner/local fiscal support = $1,335 per year. 

 

Evidence of Prior Experience or Promise of Success 
The XYZ Investment Company has offered investment courses to middle and high school 
students in our community for five years.  Students rate the course highly.  The course 
instructors have experience in working with students. 

 

The proposed class offers a unique educational opportunity that XYZ business fully supports.  
We are pleased to be a part of this exciting project. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
John Doe 
CEO 
XYZ Investment Company 

http://www.education.ne.gov/21stcclc/Grant_Application/TablesForm/TablesFormHomepage.html
http://www.education.ne.gov/21stcclc/Grant_Application/TablesForm/TablesFormHomepage.html
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Examples of Completed Required Tables and Forms 
For a First-Time Grant Application 
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SECTION H.  APPLICATION AIDS 
 

H-1:  Timeline of Application Development Activities 
 

Activity 
 

1. Review 2017 grant application to verify match between applicant needs 
and grant purposes. 

2. Verify that targeted school building populations meet the absolute priority 
(poverty requirement), as well as any competitive priorities.   

3. Review website guidance on writing a 21
st
 CCLC grant application. 

4. Participate in the 21
st
 CCLC technical assistance Zoom workshop or 

download the workshop PowerPoint from the 21
st
 CCLC website. 

5. Convene meetings with: 
a. public and nonpublic school representatives (e.g., 

superintendents, principals, others) in the potential service area 
to determine willingness to participate/form partnership, and 

b. other stakeholders to identify needs and community assets. 
6. Verify eligibility data (i.e., poverty, mobility, ELL) on the 2014-2015 

Nebraska State of the Schools Report website. 
7. Form stakeholder advisory committee and convene meetings. 
8. Conduct needs assessment, including parent surveys, and analyze data. 
9. Select the school building populations to be served based on need and 

commitment of principal(s) and teacher(s).  Determine site locations.  
Verify that the school building: 1) is not being served by an existing 21

st
 

CCLC grant, and 2) is participating in only one 21
st
 CCLC proposal. 

10. Determine focus of project, priority needs to be served by the project, 
number of students served, etc. 

11. Verify AQuESTT classification of proposed buildings to be served. 
12. Submit Intent to Apply letter. 
13. Begin drafting application narrative and developing the budget. 
14. Identify activities and services to be offered to meet needs. 
15. Identify CIP facilitation support to fulfill roles/responsibilities identified on 

page A-17. 
16. Contact community partners and other stakeholders to confirm financial  

or other contributions to the project (both during the grant period, and to 
sustain it after grant ends). 

17. Request letters of commitment from any organization contributing $1,000 
or more per year in cash, goods or services. 

18. If applicable, complete Nonpublic School Participation Form(s) 
19. If a consortium, determine lead agency and fiscal agent. 
20. Co-applicants request board approval of participation and the 

commitment of specific resources of $1,000 per year or more. 
21. Have an authorized member of the board of each co-applicant sign the 

Consortia Partners Signature Page. 
22. Check the proposal for all required elements by using the Application 

Checklist in the Guidance. 
23. Give public notice of intent to submit an application. 
24. Once the application is finalized, make 5 copies (retain one copy for your 

records), and submit the original and 4 copies by the postmark deadline. 
25. Make application available for public review after submission. 

Recommended 
Timeline 

 
October 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 
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H-2:  Application Checklist for First-Time Grant 
 
FORMAT/REQUIRED FORMS 
 Is the application double-spaced, with one inch margins, the font no smaller than 11-point 

(tables, charts, and forms are no smaller than 9-point), printed on one side of 8 ½ x 11" 
paper, and securely stapled? 

 Is the proposal written and assembled in the same order listed in the “Order of Application 
Contents” on page G-14? 

 If any nonpublic schools are located within the public school building’s geographic 
boundaries, they were consulted with meaningful discussion to determine interest in 
participation in the project and a signed Nonpublic School Participation Form (NDE 34-014) 
is included in the application for each of these nonpublic schools to document that a 
consultation took place. 

 Are the exact headings and subheadings used to assist reviewers in locating information? 
 Is each page consecutively numbered? 
 Is the narrative portion of the proposal no more than 25 pages in length (30 pages for 
multiple site proposals)? 
 
PART 1 – COVER PAGE 
 Is the Cover Page the top page of the proposal?  (Do not include other covers or title 

pages.) 
 Is the original copy of the proposal marked "original" in the upper right corner of the Cover 

Page? 
 Does the total funding requested correspond to the totals listed on the budget summary? 
 Is a response given for each box? 
 Is the figure listed in column 5(B), “Number of Students Served,” realistic and attainable, 

since each year’s attendance objective (Columns G1-G5) is calculated from that figure? 
 Is the partner/local fiscal support listed in Column 6(C) increased in years 4 and 5 to 

demonstrate the ability to sustain the project as grant funding is reduced? 
 
SIGNATURES 
 Is the Statement of Assurances Signature Page signed by the lead agency representative, 

with an original signature in blue ink? 
 
 Is the Consortia Partners Signature Page signed by an authorized representative of the 

board of each participating organization receiving services from, or providing $1,000 or more 
in services/resources to, the project? 

 
PART 2 – TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 Is each page numbered consecutively, including all forms and budget pages? 
 Are each of the major parts and subparts of the proposal listed in the table of contents along 

with the appropriate page number? 
 
PART 3 – ABSTRACT 
 Is the abstract provided and is it one page or less in length? 
 
PART 4 – SITE INFORMATION/COMPETITIVE PRIORITIES 
 Is the Site Summary Form (NDE 34-034) complete, with each center site and school building 

population identified alphabetically? 
 Does the application data for the funding priorities match the data documented in the  
 2015-16 Nebraska Education Profile? 
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PART 5 - NEED 
 Are at-risk factors identified and substantiated with data? 
 Are academic needs and the need for academic support outside of the regular school day 

documented? 
 Is documentation provided of the lack of community services to address identified needs? 
 Is data provided that supports the need statements? 
 Are results of a community needs assessment provided? 
 
PART 6 – PROJECT DESIGN 
 
6 – Required Components 
Is each of the following required core design elements incorporated into the project design? 
  Sites meeting minimum service hours based on the services offered. 
  Nutritious meals and snacks are offered based on hours of operation. 
  A management team is formed/proposed. 
 
6A – Program Goals 
 Is the attendance objective in Box 5 of the Cover Page realistic? 
 Is there a narrative that includes every bulleted item under each of the three required goals? 
   improve student learning performance in one or more core academic areas; 
   increase social benefits and positive behavioral changes 
   increase family and community engagement in supporting students’ education 
 
6B – Program Administration 
 Is a summary of how the project will remedy identified risk factors provided? 
 Does the proposal describe the membership of the site-based shared decision-making body 

(e.g., management team)?  Does it clearly state that this group will meet regularly, not less 
than 8 times per year? 

 Is the plan clearly stated for how this team will align the afterschool program with the school 
day program, maintain and recruit high quality staff, provide relevant professional 
development and conduct continuous improvement evaluation practices, as well as program 
and fiscal management of the grant? 

 Is the plan to assure that school building demographics are reflected in the program clearly 
described, including recruitment, enrollment and retention strategies? 

 Is a transportation plan provided? 
 Is the Schedule of Operation Table for each proposed site provided?  Is information 

provided for all eight elements for each type of service?  See a completed example on page 
G-18. 

 
6C – Management Plan 
 
Staffing 
 Is the Staffing Summary Table provided, with all requested information complete?  See a 

completed example on page G-18. 
 If there is a local evaluator or other consultants are they included in the Staffing Summary 
Table? 
 Is the percentage of grant funds requested for administration versus direct services with 

students reasonable and justified? 
 Does the proposal include a full-time director or is there an explanation of why this isn’t 

necessary? 
 Is the administrative competency/expertise of the team administering the grant clearly 

described? 
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 Is a plan for using community volunteers provided? 
 Are plans for initial and ongoing training of both staff members and volunteers provided? 
 
Collaboration and Partnerships 
 Is a description provided of how the project will collaborate with other agencies and how 21st 

CCLC funds will be used with other federal, state and local programs to achieve project 
outcomes? 

 Are the types of contributions, regardless of the amount, by each local partner summarized 
in the narrative? 

 Is there a description of the principal’s involvement in regular meetings with a shared 
decision-making body, in hiring staff, recruiting students and aligning afterschool program 
content with school day content? 

 Are partner/local fiscal support of $1,000 or more substantiated by letters of commitment 
that were placed in the Appendix?  Do the letters provide evidence of prior experience or 
promise of success? 

 Is a description provided of how the program was designed and how it will be implemented 
with input of those affected by the project, as well as others in the community? 

 Is there a description of how each community partner will assist the program to achieve the 
three 21st CCLC goals? 

 Are the partners’ methods of communication/collaboration and delegation of 
duties/responsibilities adequately described? 

 Is there a description of how the program will help families support their child’s learning? 
 Is a letter of commitment from each school building principal provided in the appendix?  

Does each letter address: 1) an assurance that the principal will serve on a shared decision-
making body at the site that meets regularly and that they will fully participate in the annual 
continuous improvement process meeting and attend the annual observation debrief, 2) 
sharing student data, 2) aligning the program with the school day curriculum, 3) a plan for 
ongoing communication between project staff and staff from the school the participant 
students attend, 4) the collaborative process for problem solving, and 5) the process for 
developing expectations regarding sharing space and equipment within the host facility? 

 
Equitable Access & Site Location 
 Is the plan for equitable access and participation provided?  Does the plan address the 

needs of: 
  students and family members with limited English proficiency? 
  participants with disabilities? 
  non-public school youth who meet the eligibility requirements? 
 If fees will be charged, is there a description of the fee structure and assurance that no 

student will be denied services due to inability to pay? 
 Is documentation provided that the site is a school building or an equally safe location? 
 Is the location and space within the site location documented and described? 
 If proposing to provide services at a non-school site, is the additional information requested 

on page A-16 of the Application provided? 
 
Sustainability & Fiscal Management 
 Is the amount of partner/local fiscal support in years 4 and 5 sufficient to continue the 

original level of service to the original number of students proposed to be served? 
 Is a description of a preliminary plan for how the center will continue after grant funding ends 

provided? 
 Are the investments that each partner will make after the grant funding ends described and 

documented in each letter of commitment? 
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 Is the fiscal agent identified?  Are their responsibilities listed, including previous experience, 
proven fiduciary responsibility and linkage with the school district and school site(s) to be 
served? 

 
PART 7 – EVALUATION 
 
 Is it stated that the applicant will provide data to meet federal and state requirements? 
 Are the strategies described that will support the project director in utilizing a Microsoft 

Access database to track data, including an assurance that student demographic data will 
be exported from the school information management system? 

 Is the management team’s role in the continuous improvement process described? 
 Are the external CIP facilitator’s qualifications and role described? 
 
PART 8 – ADEQUACY OF RESOURCES/BUDGET 
 
Part 8A – Adequacy of Resources 
 Is a description provided of how existing resources of the center site will be used to carry out 

project activities? 
 Is a sliding scale for services for which a fee will be charged provided?  Do students eligible 

for free lunch attend free? Do students eligible for reduced price lunch attend free or at a 
reduced cost?  If fees will not be charged was this noted? 

 Is the per student cost discussed and was justification for any request over the 
recommended guidelines provided? 

 If applicable, are waivers requested for: 
  the applicant’s inability to partner with a CBO within reasonable geographic proximity 

and of sufficient quality? 
  the service hours provided are less than the minimum required (3 hours/day at least 

4 days/week for afterschool services, and at least 4 hours/day on non-school days, 
including summer break) based on services proposed? 

  exceeding restricted costs on teacher stipends? 
 
Part 8B – Budget Summary and Budget Justification 
 Is the Budget Summary (NDE 34-016) form completed? 
 Is the Annual Budget Justification For Grant Funds Only (NDE 34-018) form completed? 
 Is the Annual Budget Justification For Partner/Local Fiscal Support Only (NDE 34-019) form 

completed? 
 Does the final budget for grant funds requested include only allowable expenditures? 
 Are all mandatory budget items budgeted either in grant funds or partner/local fiscal 

support? 
 Are the limits on restricted costs observed or was a waiver requested? 
 Are rental rate comparisons provided for building rental costs, if applicable? 
 Are the budget figures rounded to the nearest whole dollar on all forms? 
 Do the amounts listed throughout the budget agree with Box 6 of the Cover Page? 
 Do the amounts listed on the Annual Budget Justification (NDE 34-018) agree with those 

provided on the Budget Summary (NDE 34-016) for Year 1? 
 Has the internal math in the Annual Budget Justification, as well as the totals in the columns, 

been verified?  Do the amounts match? 
 If applicable, are the pre-printed numbers on the forms replaced with appropriate, 

consecutive page numbers? 
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PART 9 - APPENDIX 
 Are letters of commitment provided from each group or organization receiving services from, 

or contributing $1,000 or more in services/resources to, the proposed project? 
 Are letters of commitment provided from each school principal (including all information 

listed on page A-15 of the application) or CBO director for each site? 
 
SUBMITTING THE APPLICATION 
 Is the proposal limited to the information requested? 
 Am I prepared to send one original and four copies (for a total of five copies) of the entire 

application? 
 Did I retain a copy of the proposal for my files?  (No application materials will be returned.) 
 Did I verify the mailing or hand/courier delivery instructions?  (If the application will be sent 

through the U.S. mail, make sure it is postmarked by the U.S. Postal Service at the counter.  
A private meter mark is not acceptable proof of the date of mailing.) 

 

   

NOTE:  Applicants will not be notified of missing information or incorrect completion of 
application elements. 
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SECTION I.  APPLICATION SCORING SHEET (RUBRIC) 
 

Nebraska 21st Century Community Learning Centers Grant Program 
First-Time Grant    February 1, 2017 Application Deadline 

 

PART 4 — SITE INFORMATION/COMPETITIVE PRIORITIES 

 
 

 
Does Not 

Meet 
Criteria 

   

 
Meets 

Criteria 

 
Maximum Possible Points:  30 

 
     

Documentation is provided that the program 
targets students attending school buildings 
identified for “needs improvement” on the 
AQuESTT Classification Report released in 
December 2015. 

0    5 

Documentation is provided that the application is 
submitted jointly by at least one school building 
benefiting from 2015-16 Title 1, Part A funds and 
at least one public or private community-based 
organization. The partnership is described, or a 
waiver with documentation is provided if the 
applicant(s) are unable to partner with a CBO 
within reasonable geographic proximity. 

0    5 

Documentation is provided that the program will 
target students who attend schools that have a 
mobility rate above the 2015-16 statewide 
average. 

0    5 

Documentation is provided that the program will 
target students who attend schools that have an 
extreme poverty rate (60.00% or more of the 
building students qualified to receive free or 
reduced-cost meals in 2015-16). 

0    5 

Documentation is provided that the program will 
target students who attend schools that have an 
extreme poverty rate (80.00% or more of the 
building students qualified to receive free or 
reduced-cost meals in 2015-16). 

0    5 

Documentation is provided that the program will 
target students who attend schools that have a 
percentage of EL students above the 2015-16 
statewide average. 

0    5 

TOTAL POINTS— COMPETITIVE PRIORITIES 
(30 Maximum Possible) 
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PART 5 — NEED 

 
 

INADEQUATE 
(Information not 

provided) 

WEAK 

(Lacks 
sufficient 

information) 

MARGINAL 

(Requires 
additional 

clarification) 

GOOD 

(Clear & 
complete) 

EXCELLENT 

(Well 
conceived & 
thoroughly 
developed) 

 
Maximum Possible Points—20 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

Documentation of the factors that place 
students at risk (e.g., economic, health, 
safety, special needs) is provided, with 
substantiating data to support each. 

1 2 3 4 5 

Documentation of the academic needs 
and the need for academic support 
outside of the regular school day is 
provided. 

1 2 3 4 5 

The lack of school and community 
services to address identified needs is 
documented. 

1 2 3 4 5 

The results of a community needs 
assessment that measured needs per 
stakeholder groups are provided. 

1 2 3 4 5 

 
TOTAL POINTS—NEED 
(20 Maximum Possible) 
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PART 6A — PROJECT DESIGN—(PROGRAM GOALS) 

 
 

INADEQUATE 
(Information not 

provided) 

WEAK 

(Lacks 
sufficient 

information) 

MARGINAL 

(Requires 
additional 

clarification) 

GOOD 

(Clear & 
complete) 

EXCELLENT 

(Well conceived 
& thoroughly 
developed) 

 
Maximum Possible Points—Part A--15 1 2 3 4 5 

The Goal 1 narrative 1) described the 
afterschool intervention, 2) indicated how the 
program will align with school day curriculum, 3) 
described the age appropriate, interesting, 
effective and evidence-based strategies that will 
positively impact this goal, and 4) where 
applicable, indicated how the program will align 
with school improvement plan of the school 
building. 

1 2 3 4 5 

The Goal 2 narrative 1) described the 
afterschool intervention, 2) indicated how the 
program will align with behavioral management 
plan and code of conduct of school day 
program, 3) described the program initiatives 
that promote positive youth development, and 
4) described age appropriate, interesting, 
effective and evidence-based strategies that will 
positively impact this goal. 

1 2 3 4 5 

The Goal 3 narrative 1) described the plan to 
increase family’s support for student’s learning, 
2) described how communication to and from 
families will be regular and purposeful, 3) where 
applicable, indicated how the program will align 
with the school improvement plan of the school 
building, and 4) if applicable, described 
opportunities for literacy and related educational 
development to families of children and youth 
served by the program. 

1 2 3 4 5 

 
Sub-Total Part A Calculation 
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PART 6B — PROJECT DESIGN—(PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION) 

 
 

INADEQUATE 
(Information not 

provided) 

WEAK 

(Lacks 
sufficient 

information) 

MARGINAL 

(Requires 
additional 

clarification) 

GOOD 

(Clear & 
complete) 

EXCELLENT 

(Well conceived 
& thoroughly 
developed) 

 
Maximum Possible Points—Part B--15 1 2 3 4 5 

Description of how project will remedy risk 
factors identified for each target population was 
provided. The membership team that will be 
administering the program and meeting 
regularly (recommended at least 8 times per 
year) was described and the plan to align it with 
the school day curriculum, maintain/recruit high 
quality staff, provide relevant professional 
development, conduct continuous improvement 
evaluation practices, as well as program and 
fiscal management of the grant, was provided. 

1 2 3 4 5 

Description provided of the plan for participant 
recruitment, enrollment and retention that 
assured that afterschool student demographics 
will reflect school day demographics. The 
transportation plan was described and 
adequately meets stated needs.  If the need is 
met or there is no need, this was documented. 

1 2 3 4 5 

A Schedule of Operation Table for each 
proposed site was provided, which includes 
total number of students to be served, 
organization operating site operation, 
collaborating partners at site, months of the 
year and days of the week program will be 
offered, daily hours of operation, and whether 
meals and/or snacks will be provided. 

1 2 3 4 5 

Sub-Total Part B Calculation      
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PART 6C — PROJECT DESIGN—(MANAGEMENT PLAN) 

 
 

INADEQUATE 

(Information not 
provided) 

WEAK 

(Lacks sufficient 
information) 

MARGINAL 

(Requires 
additional 

clarification) 

GOOD 

(Clear & 
complete) 

EXCELLENT 

(Well conceived 
& thoroughly 
developed) 

Maximum Possible Points—Part C--25 1 2 3 4 5 

STAFFING:  1) Project team, including the local 

evaluation support, was listed in the Staffing Summary 
Table, including each team member’s position, name 
(if known), qualifications, project responsibilities, 
student to staff ratio, and FTE to be devoted to the 
project. 2) Percentage of grant funds to be spent on 
administration versus direct services with students is 
reasonable. Percentage of FTE of director/site 
coordinator(s) to oversee grant and site operations is 
adequate given proposed activities. 3) Description of 

administrative competency/expertise of team of 
individuals administering program was provided. 4) 
Description of how qualified senior citizens or other 
volunteers will be used to carry out project duties was 
provided. 5) Plans for initial and ongoing training of 
both staff members and volunteers were provided. 

1 2 3 4 5 

COLLABORATION & PARTNERSHIPS:  1) The 

partners were identified explaining a) how they were 
involved in the development of the application, and b) 
how each partner’s contribution(s) will help meet the 
program’s needs and objectives. 2) Documentation of 
how the project will collaborate with other agencies 
and how 21

st
 CCLC funds will be used with other 

federal, state and local programs to achieve project 
outcomes was provided.  Letters of commitment in the 
Appendix substantiate contributions of $1,000 or more 
and provide evidence of prior experience or promise of 
success. 3) Description of how program was designed 
and will be implemented with input of those affected by 
the project was provided. 4) Description provided of 
how program was developed and will be carried out in 
active collaboration with schools students attend, 5) 
Description of the role of each community partner in 
assisting the program to achieve the three 21

st
 CCLC 

goals was provided. 6) Description of partner’s 
methods of communication/collaboration and 
delegation of duties/responsibilities or procedures for 
determining these, including sharing of student 
information, was provided. 7) Description of how 
program will help families support the learning of their 
children and youth was provided. 

1 2 3 4 5 

SITE LEVEL SHARED DECISION-MAKING BODY: 
1) A list of members was provided and includes their 

roles and the constituency each represents. 2) A letter 
of commitment for years 1-5 from each building 
principal addresses:  a) assurance that principal will 
serve on this body that meets at least 8 times per year 
and will fully participate in annual continuous 
improvement process meeting and will attend annual 
observation debrief, b) system that will be developed 
to ensure pertinent student data are shared between 
school district and agencies providing services, c) plan 
for program alignment with school day curriculum at 
each grade level and for individual student needs, d) 
plan for ongoing communication between 
project/school staff, e) collaborative process for 
problem-solving, and f) process for developing 
expectations regarding sharing space/equipment with 
host facility/ facility staff, and g) assurance that the site 
will provide access to needed space and resources. 

1 2 3 4 5 
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PART 6C — PROJECT DESIGN—MANAGEMENT PLAN) continued 

 
 

INADEQUATE 
(Information 
not provided) 

WEAK 

(Lacks 
sufficient 

information) 

MARGINAL 

(Requires 
additional 

clarification) 

GOOD 

(Clear & 
complete) 

EXCELLENT 

(Well 
conceived & 
thoroughly 
developed) 

Maximum Possible Points—Part C--30 1 2 3 4 5 

EQUITABLE ACCESS & SITE LOCATION:  1) The 

plan was provided for equitable access and 
participation for students, family members, teachers, 
and other program beneficiaries with special needs 
including:  ELL and literacy needs, disability and non-
public school youth.  2) If fees will be charged, 
policies/procedures assuring students will not be 
denied access due to inability to pay were provided. 3) 
Documentation was provided that the project 
location(s) is/are either a school building or an equally 
safe and accessible location.  The applicant proposes 
services at a school site(s) or non-school site(s) with 
evidence that all requirements listed on page A-16 of 
the grant application will be met. 4) Description of the 
location and space within the building in which the 
proposed activities will take place was provided. 

1 2 3 4 5 

SUSTAINABILITY & FISCAL MANAGEMENT:  1) 

Evidence of sufficient partner/local fiscal support in 
years 4-5 was provided to continue original level of 
services to the original number of students proposed 
to be served. 2) A preliminary plan for how the 
community learning center will continue after grant 
funding ends (sustainability) was described, including 
current and/or planned partnerships, plans to expand 
these and develop public/private partnerships. 3) 
Description of investments by collaborative partners 
after grant funding ends was provided. 4) The 
organization that will act as the fiscal agent for the 
grant was identified and all requested information was 
supplied. 

1 2 3 4 5 

Sub-Total Part C (25 Points Maximum Possible)      

Total Project Design Part A (15 Pts. Maximum 
Possible) 

     

Total Project Design Part B (15 Pts. Maximum 
Possible) 

     

Total Project Design Part C (25 Pts. Maximum 
Possible) 

     

TOTAL POINTS—PROJECT DESIGN 
(55 Maximum Possible) 
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PART 7 — EVALUATION 

 
 

 
Does Not 

Meet Criteria 
   

 
Meets 

Criteria 

 
Maximum Possible Points--5      

An assurance was provided that the external 
CIP facilitator will:  1) facilitate the self-
assessment (by December 31), 2) facilitate the 
mid-year management team meeting (by 
January 31), 3) help identify and write one 
success story per site (by June 15), and 4) 
facilitate the annual continuous improvement 
process meeting at each site (by September 
30). 

0    1 

The applicant’s agreement to provide data to 
meet federal and state requirements in a timely 
manner was provided. 

0    1 

An assurance was provided that an external 
CIP facilitator will be identified and that they will 
meet the criteria outlined in the application. 

0    1 

Strategies to support project director in utilizing 
required database were provided, with 
assurance that student demographic data will 
be directly exported from school information 
management system. 

0    1 

The management team’s role in the continuous 
improvement process was described. 

0    1 

 
TOTAL POINTS—EVALUATION 
(5 Maximum Possible) 
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PART 8A — RESOURCES/BUDGET—(ADEQUACY OF RESOURCES) 

 
 

 
Does Not 

Meet Criteria 
   

 
Meets 

Criteria 

 
Maximum Possible Points--5      

Description was provided of how the existing 
resources of the center site (e.g., computer lab) 
will be used to carry out project activities. 

0    1 

A summary of the type of contributions to be 
made by each partner was provided. 

0    1 

Description provided of how project will 
collaborate with other agencies, and how 21

st
 

CCLC funds will be used with other federal, 
state, and local programs or funds to achieve 
project outcomes. 

0    1 

1) The per-pupil cost, given the services to be 
provided, was discussed and is reasonable.  2) 
Justification is provided for any request above 
the recommended guidelines. 3) A sliding scale 
for services for which a fee will be charged was 
provided, if applicable. 

0    1 

If applicable, waivers are requested for: 
exceeding the per pupil cost, equipment 
ownership other than the lead agency, inability 
to partner with at least one CBO, service hours 
below the minimum required, or exceeding 
restricted costs on computer hardware, 
stipends, or consultant fees. 

0    1 

 
Sub-Total Part A Calculation 
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PART 8B — RESOURCES/BUDGET—(BUDGET) 

 
 

 
Does Not 

Meet Criteria 
   

 
Meets 

Criteria 

 
Maximum Possible Points—Part B--5      

The budget summary and justification are 
complete, detailed, and free of errors. 

0    1 

1) Justification for grant fund expenditures 
provided detail and itemization and is 
reasonable. 2) Justification for partner/local 
fiscal support provided detail and itemization. 

0    1 

Mandatory budget items (student transportation, 
accommodations for special needs students, 
and staff development) are included in either 
the grant funds requested or partner/local fiscal 
support section. 

0    1 

Restricted cost items, if budgeted, were within 
allowable limits or a waiver was requested in 
Part 8A—Adequacy of Resources. 

0    1 

No non-allowable costs were included in the 
budget. 

0    1 

 
Sub-Total Part B Calculation 

  

 
Total Budget Part A (5 Points Maximum Possible) 

     

 
Total Budget Part B (5 Points Maximum Possible) 

     

 
TOTAL POINTS—BUDGET 
 (10 Maximum Possible) 
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Nebraska 21st Century Community Learning Centers Grant Program 
Continuation Grant    February 1, 2017 Application Deadline 

 
 

PART 4 — SITE INFORMATION/COMPETITIVE PRIORITIES 

 
 

 
Does Not 

Meet 
Criteria 

   

 
Meets 

Criteria 

 
Maximum Possible Points:  30 

 
     

Documentation is provided that the program 
targets students attending school buildings 
identified for “needs improvement” on the 
AQuESTT Classification Report released in 
December 2015. 

0    5 

Documentation is provided that the application is 
submitted jointly by at least one school building 
benefiting from 2015-16 Title 1, Part A funds and 
at least one public or private community-based 
organization. The partnership is described, or a 
waiver with documentation is provided if the 
applicant(s) are unable to partner with a CBO 
within reasonable geographic proximity. 

0    5 

Documentation is provided that the program will 
target students who attend schools that have a 
mobility rate above the 2015-16 statewide 
average. 

0    5 

Documentation is provided that the program will 
target students who attend schools that have an 
extreme poverty rate (60.00% or more of the 
building students qualified to receive free or 
reduced-cost meals in 2015-16). 

0    5 

Documentation is provided that the program will 
target students who attend schools that have an 
extreme poverty rate (80.00% or more of the 
building students qualified to receive free or 
reduced-cost meals in 2015-16). 

0    5 

Documentation is provided that the program will 
target students who attend schools that have a 
percentage of EL students above the 2015-16 
statewide average. 

0    5 

TOTAL POINTS— COMPETITIVE PRIORITIES 
(30 Maximum Possible) 
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PART 5 — JUSTIFICATION FOR CONTINUATION 
 

 

 
 

INADEQUATE 
(Information not 

provided) 

WEAK 

(Lacks 
sufficient 

information) 

MARGINAL 

(Requires 
additional 

clarification) 

GOOD 

(Clear & 
complete) 

EXCELLENT 

(Well conceived 
& thoroughly 
developed) 

 
Maximum Possible Points—20 1 2 3 4 5 

Evidence was provided that an effective 
management team (including the building 
principal) meets regularly at each site.  
Narrative included meeting dates, meeting 
agendas, list of attendees, and examples 
that demonstrate the capacity of the 
management team to administer the 21st 
CCLC program. The ongoing 
communication between the school building 
principal and the out of school time 
program leadership was documented. 

1 2 3 4 5 

Attendance goals were met at each site in 
2015-16, or the amount of any budget 
readjustment and plan to improve was 
provided. Demographics of program 
participants were equal to or greater than 
the school day demographics at every site.  
If not, the plan to improve was provided. 

1 2 3 4 5 

The amounts of the years 3 and 5 (or years 
8 and 10) 21st CCLC grant awards were 
provided. A description of the school district 
financial or in-kind support was provided for 
years 4-5 or 9-10 to enhance or expand the 
program (i.e., increased financial support, 
additional staffing). 

1 2 3 4 5 

Excluding 21st CCLC grant funds and 
school district support, the community 
partner financial or in-kind support provided 
in years 4-5 or 9-10 to enhance or expand 
the program was provided. 

1 2 3 4 5 

 
TOTAL POINTS— 
(20 Maximum Possible) 
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PART 6A — PROJECT DESIGN—(PROGRAM GOALS) 

 
 

INADEQUATE 
(Information not 

provided) 

WEAK 

(Lacks 
sufficient 

information) 

MARGINAL 

(Requires 
additional 

clarification) 

GOOD 

(Clear & 
complete) 

EXCELLENT 

(Well conceived 
& thoroughly 
developed) 

 
Maximum Possible Points—Part A--15 1 2 3 4 5 

Description provided of how the continuous 
improvement process was used to refine and 
improve program outcomes from years 1-4 or 6-
9.  For years 6-10 or 11-15, the Goal 1 narrative 
1) described the afterschool intervention, 2) 
indicated how the program will align with school 
day curriculum, 3) described the age 
appropriate, interesting, effective and evidence-
based strategies that will positively impact this 
goal, and 4) where applicable, indicated how 
the program will align with school improvement 
plan of the school building. 

1 2 3 4 5 

For years 6-10 or 11-15, the Goal 2 narrative 1) 
described the afterschool intervention, 2) 
indicated how the program will align with 
behavioral management plan and code of 
conduct of school day program, 3) described 
the program initiatives that promote positive 
youth development, and 4) described age 
appropriate, interesting, effective and evidence-
based strategies that will positively impact this 
goal. 

1 2 3 4 5 

For years 6-10, the Goal 3 narrative 1) 
described the plan to increase family’s support 
for student’s learning, 2) described how 
communication to and from families will be 
regular and purposeful, 3) where applicable, 
indicated how the program will align with the 
school improvement plan of the school building, 
and 4) if applicable, documented the family 
literacy/parent education provided by the 
program in year 4 and described the years 6-10 
or 11-15 plan to increase family’s support for 
student’s learning and to provide opportunities 
for literacy and related educational development 
to families of children and youth served by the 
program. 

1 2 3 4 5 

 
Sub-Total Part A Calculation 
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PART 6B — PROJECT DESIGN—(PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION) 

 
 

INADEQUATE 
(Information not 

provided) 

WEAK 

(Lacks 
sufficient 

information) 

MARGINAL 

(Requires 
additional 

clarification) 

GOOD 

(Clear & 
complete) 

EXCELLENT 

(Well conceived 
& thoroughly 
developed) 

 
Maximum Possible Points—Part B--15 1 2 3 4 5 

The membership team that will be administering 
the program and meeting regularly 
(recommended at least 8 times per year) was 
described and the plan to align it with the school 
day curriculum, maintain/recruit high quality 
staff, provide relevant professional 
development, conduct continuous improvement 
evaluation practices, as well as program and 
fiscal management of the grant, was provided. 

1 2 3 4 5 

The demographics of students served in year 4 
or 9 of the 21

st
 CCLC program and the 2015-

2016 school day building demographics were 
provided.  (Free/reduced lunch rate of year 4 or 
9 regular attendees that is at or above school 
building demographics = 5 points, within 10% = 
3 points, if less than 10% = 1 point). Description 
of the plan in years 6-10 for participant 
recruitment, enrollment and retention to assure 
that participants reflect the school building 
demographics was provided. 

1 2 3 4 5 

The transportation plan in year 4 or 9 (how it 
met the needs of students served) and the 
proposed plan for years 6-10 or 11-15 was 
described, and adequately meets stated needs.  
If the need is met or there is no need, this was 
documented. A Schedule of Operation Table for 
each proposed site was provided, which 
includes total number of students to be served, 
organization operating site operation, 
collaborating partners at site, months of the 
year and days of the week program will be 
offered, daily hours of operation, and whether 
meals and/or snacks will be provided. 

1 2 3 4 5 

 
Sub-Total Part B Calculation 
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PART 6C — PROJECT DESIGN—(MANAGEMENT PLAN) 

 
 

INADEQUATE 

(Information not 
provided) 

WEAK 

(Lacks sufficient 
information) 

MARGINAL 

(Requires 
additional 

clarification) 

GOOD 

(Clear & 
complete) 

EXCELLENT 

(Well conceived 
& thoroughly 
developed) 

Maximum Possible Points—Part C--25 1 2 3 4 5 

STAFFING:  1) Project team used in year 5 or 10, 

including the local evaluator and other consultants, 
was listed in the Staffing Summary Table, including 
each team member’s position, name, qualifications, 
project responsibilities, student to staff ratio, and FTE 
to be devoted to the project. 2) Members of the 21

st
 

CCLC management/technical assistance team are 
listed by name and role, including the administrative 
competency they contribute to the team and the 
frequency of team meetings is provided.  If serving 
more than one site, a description of the membership 
responsible for administration and oversight was 
provided. 3) Percentage of grant funds to be spent on 
administration versus direct services with students is 
reasonable. 4) Percentage of FTE of director/site 
coordinator(s) to oversee grant and site operations is 
adequate given proposed activities. 5) Description 
provided of how qualified senior citizens or other 
volunteers will be used to carry out project duties. 6) 
Plans for initial and ongoing training of both staff 
members and volunteers were provided. 

1 2 3 4 5 

COLLABORATION & PARTNERSHIPS:  1) 

Documentation of how the project collaborated during 
years 1-5 with partners that signed letters of 
commitment in original grant application was provided. 
If any partners did not fulfill commitment, explanation 
and action taken were provided. 2) Letters of 
commitment in the Appendix substantiate contributions 
of $1,000 or more in years 6-10 and provide evidence 
of prior experience or promise of success and total no 
less than 100% of the grant funds requested. 3) 
Description of how program was designed and will be 
implemented with input of those affected by the project 
was provided. 4) Description of partner’s methods of 
communication/collaboration and delegation of 
duties/responsibilities or procedures for determining 
these, including sharing of student information, was 
provided. 5) Description of the capacity of the current 
21

st
 CCLC program to serve as mentor providing tech. 

assistance resources for other 21
st
 CCLC grantees 

was provided. 6) Description of how program will help 
families support the learning of their children and youth 
was provided. 7) For years 1-5, documentation of how 
the 21

st
 CCLC program was carried out in active 

collaboration with the schools targeted students attend 
was provided. 

1 2 3 4 5 

A letter of commitment for years 6-10 or 11-15  is 
provided from each school building principal that 
addresses: 1)  the system that will be developed to 
ensure that pertinent student data are shared between 
the school district and agencies providing services, 2) 
the plan for program alignment with school day 
curriculum at each grade level, and for individual 
student needs, 3) the plan for ongoing communication 
between project and school staff, 4) collaborative 
process for problem-solving, and 5) process for 
developing expectations regarding sharing space and 
equipment with the host facility and facility staff. 

1 2 3 4 5 
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PART 6C — PROJECT DESIGN—MANAGEMENT PLAN) continued 

 
 

INADEQUATE 
(Information 
not provided) 

WEAK 

(Lacks 
sufficient 

information) 

MARGINAL 

(Requires 
additional 

clarification) 

GOOD 

(Clear & 
complete) 

EXCELLENT 

(Well 
conceived & 
thoroughly 
developed) 

Maximum Possible Points—Part C--30      

EQUITABLE ACCESS & SITE LOCATION:  1) 

Documentation was provided for how the 21
st
 CCLC 

program provided equitable access and participation 
for students, family members, teachers, and other 
program beneficiaries with special needs including:  
ELL and literacy needs, disability and non-public 
school youth.  2) If fees will be charged, 
policies/procedures assuring students will not be 
denied access due to inability to pay were provided. 3) 
Documentation was provided that the project 
location(s) is/are either a school building or an equally 
safe and accessible location.  The applicant proposes 
years 6-10 services at a school site(s) or non-school 
site(s) with evidence that all requirements listed on 
page A-16 of the grant application will be met. 4) 
Description of the location and space within the 
building in which the year 5 activities take place was 
provided.  6) Description of the location and space 
within the building in which the proposed years 6-10 
activities will take place was provided.  A letter of 
commitment is provided in the Appendix from each 
school principal or CBO director for each site, 
documenting that the program will have access to 
needed space and resources. 

1 2 3 4 5 

SUSTAINABILITY & FISCAL MANAGEMENT:  1) 

Evidence of sufficient partner/local fiscal support in 
years 6-10 (100% match) was provided to continue 
original level of services to the number of students 
served in year 4 was provided. 2) A preliminary plan 
for how the community learning center will continue 
after year 10 (sustainability) was described, including 
current, expanded and/or planned partnerships. 3) 
Description of investments by collaborative partners in 
year 11 was provided. 4) The organization that will act 
as the fiscal agent for the grant was identified and all 
requested information was supplied   

1 2 3 4 5 

Sub-Total Part C (30 Points Maximum Possible)      

Total Project Design Part A (15 Pts. Maximum 
Possible) 

     

Total Project Design Part B (15 Pts. Maximum 
Possible) 

     

Total Project Design Part C (25 Pts. Maximum 
Possible) 

     

TOTAL POINTS—PROJECT DESIGN 
(55 Maximum Possible) 
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PART 7 — EVALUATION 

 
 

 
Does Not 

Meet Criteria 
   

 
Meets 

Criteria 

 
Maximum Possible Points--5      

An assurance was provided that the internal or 
external CIP facilitator will:  1) facilitate the self-
assessment (by December 31), 2) facilitate the 
mid-year management team meeting (by 
January 31), 3) help identify and write one 
success story per site (by June 15), and 4) 
facilitate the annual continuous improvement 
process meeting at each site (by September 
30). 

0    1 

The applicant’s agreement to provide data to 
meet federal and state requirements in a timely 
manner was provided. 

0    1 

A description of the internal CIP facilitation 
support or a qualified external CIP facilitator that 
will meet the evaluation requirements was 
provided. If contracting with an external CIP 
facilitator, their qualifications and an assurance 
that they meet all criteria were provided. 

0    1 

Strategies to support project director in utilizing 
required database were provided, with 
assurance that student demographic data will 
be directly exported from school information 
management system. 

0    1 

The management team’s role in the continuous 
improvement process was described. 

0    1 

 
TOTAL POINTS—EVALUATION 
(5 Maximum Possible) 
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PART 8A — RESOURCES/BUDGET—(ADEQUACY OF RESOURCES) 

 
 

 
Does Not 

Meet Criteria 
   

 
Meets 

Criteria 

 
Maximum Possible Points--5      

Description was provided of how the existing 
resources of the center site (e.g., computer lab) 
will be used to carry out project activities. 

0    1 

A summary of the type of contributions to be 
made by each partner was provided. 

0    1 

Description provided of how project will 
collaborate with other agencies and how 21

st
 

CCLC funds will be used with other federal, 
state and local programs or funds to achieve 
project outcomes. 

0    1 

A sliding scale for services for which a fee will 
be charged was provided, if applicable. 

0    1 

If applicable, waivers are requested for: inability 
to partner with at least one CBO or service 
hours below the minimum required. 

0    1 

 
Sub-Total Part A Calculation 
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PART 8B — RESOURCES/BUDGET—(BUDGET) 

 
 

 
Does Not 

Meet Criteria 
   

 
Meets 

Criteria 

 
Maximum Possible Points—Part B--5      

The budget summary and justification are 
complete, detailed, and free of errors. 

0    1 

1)Justification for grant fund expenditures 
provided detail and itemization and is 
reasonable. 2) Justification for partner/local 
fiscal support provided detail and itemization. 

0    1 

Mandatory budget items (student transportation, 
accommodations for special needs students, 
and staff development) are included in either 
the grant funds requested or partner/local fiscal 
support section. 

0    1 

Budget included partner/local fiscal support at 
least equal to the grant funds requested. 

0    1 

1)Restricted cost items, if budgeted, were within 
allowable limits. 2) No non-allowable costs were 
included in the budget. 

0    1 

 
Sub-Total Part B Calculation 

  

 
Total Budget Part A (5 Points Maximum Possible) 

     

 
Total Budget Part B (5 Points Maximum Possible) 

     

 
TOTAL POINTS—BUDGET 
 (10 Maximum Possible) 
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SECTION J.  DEFINITIONS 
 
APPLICANT–In general, an individual or organization would be considered an applicant if they 
are a provider or beneficiary of tangible goods or services provided by grant funding and are 
one of the aforementioned eligible applicants. 
 
AUTHORIZED APPLICANT REPRESENTATIVE–An authorized representative of the applicant 
represents the applicant organization or consortium and will sign the “Statement of Assurances 
Signature Page” (NDE 34-013).  For a consortium, an authorized representative for each co-
applicant is also required to sign the "Consortia Partners Signature Page" (NDE 34-035). 
 
BIA–Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
 
BUDGET–The applicant's financial plan (including budget summary and justification), which 
shows the proposed use of funds for carrying out the project objectives and activities for each 
proposed year of the project. 
 
CBO–Under the federal legislation, community-based organization (CBO) means a public or 
private non-profit organization of demonstrated effectiveness that is representative of the 
community or significant segments of the community, and provides educational or related 
services to individuals in the community. 
 
CO-APPLICANT–A co-applicant is defined as any group or organization receiving services 
from, or providing $1,000 or more per year in services/resources to, the proposed project. 
 
COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER–A community learning center offers academic, artistic, and 
cultural enrichment opportunities to students and their families when school is not in session 
(afterschool, during holidays or summer recess).  According to section 4201 (b)(1) of the 
program statute, a community learning center assists students in meeting State and local 
academic achievement standards in core academic subjects such as reading and mathematics, 
by providing the students with opportunities for academic enrichment.  Centers also provide 
students with a broad array of other activities such as drug and violence prevention, counseling, 
art, music, recreation, technology, and character education programs, during periods when 
school is not in session.  Community learning centers must also serve the families of 
participating students, e.g., through family literacy programs. 
 
CONSORTIUM OR COOPERATIVE– A consortium is defined as more than one 
agency/organization cooperating to provide or receive services, regardless of the dollar amount. 
 
CONTINUATION 21st CCLC GRANT–Continuation grants are awarded to quality 21st CCLC 
programs, contingent upon the satisfactory attainment of continuation funding requirements.  
These grants are only available to school buildings which have successfully implemented 21st 
CCLC programming for five years. 
 
EDGAR–Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR).  The U.S. 
Department of Education code of federal regulations.  These regulations may be reviewed in 
their entirety at http://www.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.html. 
 
EDUCATIONAL SERVICE UNIT (ESU) –Any of the units organized pursuant to Nebraska 
Revised Statutes §79-2201. 
 
ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES–Expenditures by the grant recipient(s) may be charged to the 
project only if they are in payment of an obligation incurred during the project period, conform to 
the approved budget, and comply with minimum requirements of federal and state statutes, 
NDE rules and regulations, and 21st CCLC policies. 
 

http://www.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.html
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EQUIPMENT–A movable or portable item, implement, device or machine designed for a specific 
purpose, which meets the following conditions: 
 

- Retains original shape and appearance with use and is nonconsumable, 
- Generally is repairable, 
- Does not lose its identity, 
- Is a necessary adaptation to upgrade an existing item of equipment in order to maintain 

current technology, and 
- Is used to enhance classroom teaching, improve instructional management, or enhance 

district-wide administration. 
 
ESEA–The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 
 
EXTENDED CONTRACT TIME/STIPEND PAYMENT–Payments (base wage plus benefits) 
made for grant-related work performed by employees of the applicant(s) outside of the normally 
contracted work time and assigned duties. 
 
FAMILY MEMBER–A family member is defined as a sibling of the student being served, or any 
adult with an ongoing role in the upbringing of the student participant. 
 
FBO–Faith-based organization includes churches, religious or parochial schools, and faith-
based groups. 
 
FIRST-TIME 21st CCLC GRANT–First-time grants are awarded to school building populations 
never previously receiving a 21st CCLC grant. 
 
FISCAL AGENT–A fiscal agent is defined as a school district, educational service unit, or other 
entity or organization approved by NDE, responsible for all fiscal operations of the project (e.g., 
budgeting, accounting, auditing.) 
 
FORMATIVE EVALUATION–Formative evaluation entails the collection of data throughout the 
project period to assess ongoing progress (e.g., quarterly) toward project objectives.  Formative 
evaluation data is used to make decisions about programmatic changes that might improve the 
project's impact. 
 
FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS–Free meals or reduced priced meals made available to 
children eligible under federal guidelines.  Those guidelines are based on family size and 
income or benefits such as Food Stamps or Temporary Assistance to Needy Families. 
 
GRANT AWARD NOTIFICATION (GAN)–A contract documenting the grant recipient, amount 
of the grant award and other identifying information, grant period, standard and special terms 
and conditions of the award.  The GAN is signed by the primary applicant representative, any 
co-applicant representatives on behalf of the respective board(s) of the applicant(s) and is 
countersigned by a 21st CCLC representative. 
 
GRANT RECIPIENT–An eligible applicant or cooperative of eligible applicants in the State of 
Nebraska, which has/have written a funded project under the policies and procedures 
established for the Nebraska 21st CCLC grant program. 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS–Non-equipment items that may include reference books, film 
rentals, prepared video and audiotapes, and necessary duplicated materials. 
 
LEA–For the purposes of the 21st CCLC program, local education agency (LEA) is defined as a 
public school, private school, or charter school in Nebraska. 
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LEAD AGENCY–The lead agency is the organization that will function as the central point of 
information during the application phase, and will assume administrative oversight during the 
implementation phase if the grant is awarded. 
 
LOCAL GRANTS–21st CCLC awards granted by the Nebraska Department of Education. 
 
MOBILITY RATE–Any child who enters or leaves school between the last Friday in September 
and the last day of school is counted in the mobility rate.  This would include students who 
transfer into a district and within a district, homebound students, students contracted to other 
agencies, etc.  An individual child is counted only once.  Example one:  A school building begins 
the year with 20 students. During the year three students move out and three students move in. 
The mobility number is six.  Example two:  A school building begins the year with 25 students. 
During the year five students move out, but one of them returns. The mobility number is five. An 
individual child is counted only once. 
 
NCLB–The federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. 
 
NON-PROFIT EDUCATIONAL ORGANIZATION–A Nebraska non-profit corporation, duly 
incorporated and in good standing pursuant to Nebraska Revised Statutes §21-1901, et. seq.; 
which has a current tax exempt status pursuant to IRS Code 501(C)(3), and which is organized 
for educational purposes. 
 
PARTNER/LOCAL FISCAL SUPPORT–This includes cash contributed within the project 
duration for the benefit of the project activities.  In-kind contributions may include services, paid 
staff time, instructional materials, equipment, or supplies which will be donated for the 
implementation of activities specified in the proposal.  Fiscal support includes monies that will 
be donated on behalf of the applicant or partners for activities specified in the proposal, if the 
proposal is funded. 
 
PRE-KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM–For purposes of the Nebraska 21st CCLC grant program, a 
pre-kindergarten program is defined as one serving enrolled kindergartners and is limited to the 
summer months immediately preceding the child’s entry into kindergarten. 
 
PROGRAM INCOME–Income received by the grantee directly generated by a grant-supported 
activity, or earned only as a result of the grant agreement during the grant period (e.g., fees).  
Programs charging a fee for participation in the 21stCCLC program must use a sliding fee scale. 
 
PROJECT–A project is a proposal that is funded as evidenced by the signature of an authorized 
Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) representative on a Grant Award Notification.  
Signatures of the NDE representative, the authorized applicant representative, and all pertinent 
co-applicant representatives on the Grant Award Notification complete the contract, binding both 
the eligible recipient(s) to the accomplishment of the project's objectives and activities. 
 
PROJECT DIRECTOR–The project director is the person who will be directly responsible for the 
day-to-day operations of the project and has primary responsibility for ensuring that the activities 
funded by the major competitive grant take place. 
 
PROJECT DURATION–The length of time for which the project's funding has been authorized 
(five years). 
 
PROJECT TEAM–The project team is made up of personnel and/or consultants involved in 
conducting the project. 
 
PROJECT YEAR–An annual period within the project duration that corresponds to the grant 
start date (July 1 - June 30 or September 1 - August 31). 
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PROPOSAL–An eligible recipient's request for funding under the policies and procedures 
established for the Nebraska 21st Century Community Learning Centers Grant Program. 
 
REGULAR ATTENDEE–Regular attendee is defined as a student who attends 30 days or more 
for a typical 180-day school year or 16.6% of the number of days the program component 
services are offered. 
 
SCHOOL DISTRICT–For the purposes of the 21st CCLC program, is defined as a public or 
private school system organized to provide education in elementary and/or secondary grades. 
 
SCHOOL FISCAL YEAR–September 1 through August 31. 
 
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN–A long-term plan that identifies priority areas for learning 
improvement (target area goals) as well as an action plan that delineates the steps a district will 
take to address the target area goals. 
 
SEA–State education agency (i.e., the Nebraska Department of Education). 
 
STATE FISCAL YEAR–July 1 through June 30. 
 
STIPEND/EXTENDED CONTRACT TIME PAYMENT–Payments (base wage plus benefits) 
made for grant-related work performed by employees of the applicant outside of the normally 
contracted work time and assigned duties. 
 
SUMMATIVE EVALUATION–At the conclusion of the project, summative evaluation strategies 
are used to measure the changes that occurred as a result of the project.  Summative 
evaluation data is compared to baseline data to show how successful the project was in 
achieving the expected outcomes. 
 
TANF–Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), formerly the Aid to Dependent 
Children (ADC) program which became a federal block grant to States in 1996.  This program 
provides cash assistance to low-income families with minor children. 
 
TEACHER–A holder of a public or non-public teaching certificate issued pursuant to 92 NAC 21. 
 
TITLE I–A federal program under NCLB improving the academic achievement of the 
disadvantaged. 
 
TITLE I SCHOOL DESIGNATED AS IN NEED OF IMPROVEMENT– A school that has not met 
adequate yearly progress, per Title I, for the last two consecutive years. 
 
TITLE I SCHOOLWIDE PROGRAM– A schoolwide program permits a high-poverty school to 
use funds from Title I, Part A and other federal education program funds and resources to 
upgrade the entire educational program of the school in order to raise academic achievement 
for all the students. This contrasts with a Title I targeted assistance program, through which Title 
I, Part A funds are used only for supplementary educational services for eligible children who 
are failing or at risk of failing to meet state standards. 
 
A school with a Title I schoolwide program is one that: 

  serves a participating attendance area or is a participating school under section 1113 of 
Title I of P.L. 107-110, No Child Left Behind Act, and 

  has at least 40% of the children enrolled in the school or residing in the school 
attendance area from low-income families. 

 
USDOE–United States Department of Education or federal Department of Education. 
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SECTION K.  RESOURCES ON AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS 
 
The list below describes some key resources on afterschool programs.  This list is not 
meant to be exclusive. 
 
21st Century Community Learning Centers Grant Program--U.S. Department of Education 
– http://www.ed.gov/21stcclc 
The USDOE presents information about national education issues, publications, education 
statistics, and information about its different offices and programs. For more about afterschool 
programs, visit 21st Century Community Learning Centers at:  
 
21st Century Community Learning Centers Grant Program—Nebraska Department of 
Education - http://www.education.ne.gov/21stcclc/ 
This website provides information and resources about the Nebraska 21st CCLC program, 
including the Nebraska State Board of Education Policy for Expanded Learning Opportunities. 
 
Afterschool Alliance - www.afterschoolalliance.org 
A nonprofit public awareness and advocacy group dedicated to ensuring that all children have 
access to afterschool programs.  The website includes policy information, research, and tips 
and information on how to advocate for afterschool. 
 
Coalition for Community Schools -- http://www.communityschools.org 
An alliance of national, state and local organizations in K-16 education, youth development, 
community planning and development, family support, health and human services, government 
and philanthropy as well as national, state and local community school networks. The Coalition 
advocates for community schools as the vehicle for strengthening schools, families and 
communities so that together they can improve student learning. 
 
C. S. Mott Foundation – http://www.mott.org 
A leading partner in the USDOE’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers initiative, the C. S. 
Mott Foundation is a private philanthropy that awards grants, in four program areas, in the 
United States and selected regions internationally. 
 
Expanding Minds and Opportunities:  Leveraging the Power of Afterschool and Summer 
Learning for Student Success - http://www.expandinglearning.org/expandingminds  
A compendium of studies, reports, and commentaries by 100+ professionals and policy leaders 
on the best practices, impact, and future of expanded learning opportunities. 
 
Federal Resources for Educational Excellence (FREE) – http://free.ed.gov/  
Resources for teaching and learning from 30 federal agencies with search tools and a bulletin 
board for teachers and federal agencies to communicate about potential collaboration on new 
teaching and learning resources. 
 
Findyouthinfo.gov – http://findyouthinfo.gov/  
This site connects people to federal resources for information on strategies to support children 
and youth during out-of-school hours.  The site includes a searchable database of federal 
government funding sources; ideas on networking with others in the field and organizations and 
publications that focus on youth issues. 
 
Food Research and Action Center (FRAC) – http://www.frac.org 
A 501(c)(3) non-profit with extensive information that can assist afterschool programs in 
accessing the child nutrition programs, and is able to provide in-depth technical support to the 
states and grantees. 
 

http://www.ed.gov/21stcclc
http://www.education.ne.gov/21stcclc/
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/
http://www.communityschools.org/
http://www.mott.org/
http://www.expandinglearning.org/expandingminds
http://free.ed.gov/
http://findyouthinfo.gov/
http://www.frac.org/
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Forum for Youth Investment -- http://www.forumforyouthinvestment.org 
The Forum for Youth Investment (the Forum) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated 
to helping communities and the nation make sure all young people are ready by 21 — ready for 
work, college and life. 
 
Harvard Family Research Project- http://www.hfrp.org/ 
The Harvard Family Research Project (HFRP), at the Harvard Graduate School of Education, 
builds on its expertise in evaluation and knowledge development to improve evaluation work 
and promote greater conversation and knowledge-sharing about evaluation among 
practitioners, policymakers, funders, researchers, and evaluators in the afterschool field.  HFRP 
supports the development of quality information and capacity-building tools that will improve 
research and evaluation work and use of information in the field, especially at the local level. 
 
National Institute for Out-of-School Time (NIOST) - http://www.niost.org 
NIOST, at the Center for Research on Women at Wellesley College, has successfully brought 
national attention to the importance of children’s out-of-school time, influenced policy, increased 
standards and professional recognition, and spearheaded community action aimed at improving 
the availability, quality and viability of programs serving children and youth.  Specific Resources:  

- Afterschool Matters Journal - http://www.niost.org/Publications/Afterschool-
Matters/ 

- This is a national, peer-reviewed journal dedicated to promoting professionalism, 
scholarship and consciousness in the field of afterschool education. It serves those 
involved in developing and managing programs for youth during the out-of-school 
time hours and those engaged in research and in shaping youth development policy. 

- Research & Evaluation - http://www.niost.org/Research-Evaluation/  
- Research Briefs - http://www.niost.org/Publications/research-briefs  

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture – http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd 
The Child Nutrition program of the Food and Nutrition Service provides information on the 
afterschool snack program, including eligibility and reimbursement. 
 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services – http://www.hhs.gov 
The section on Health and Human Child Care Programs, including the Child Care Development 
Fund, offers useful resources. 
 
You for Youth – http://y4y.ed.gov/ 
This website, developed by the U.S. Department of Education provides information and 
resources designed for 21st CCLC programs.  The site provides instructional and professional 
development resources in (1) supporting positive relationships with children and youth, (2) 
providing professional development and technical assistance opportunities, (3) creating 
partnerships, (4) managing a 21st CCLC program, and (5) leading program staff. The site 
includes hundreds of searchable webinars, tools and resources, including the Afterschool 
Training Toolkit to create positive experiences for all children in 21st CCLC programs. 
 
 

http://www.forumforyouthinvestment.org/
http://www.forumforyouthinvestment.org/
http://www.hfrp.org/
http://www.niost.org/
http://www.niost.org/Publications/Afterschool-Matters/
http://www.niost.org/Publications/Afterschool-Matters/
http://www.niost.org/Research-Evaluation/
http://www.niost.org/Publications/research-briefs
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd
http://www.hhs.gov/
http://y4y.ed.gov/
http://y4y.ed.gov/toolkits/afterschool/
http://y4y.ed.gov/toolkits/afterschool/
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SECTION L.  FEDERAL STATUTE 

TITLE IV, PART B — 21st Century Community Learning Centers 

`SEC. 4201. PURPOSE; DEFINITIONS. 

`(a) PURPOSE- The purpose of this part is to provide opportunities for communities to 
establish or expand activities in community learning centers that-- 

`(1) provide opportunities for academic enrichment, including providing tutorial 
services to help students, particularly students who attend low-performing 
schools, to meet State and local student academic achievement standards in 
core academic subjects, such as reading and mathematics; 
`(2) offer students a broad array of additional services, programs, and activities, 
such as youth development activities, drug and violence prevention programs, 
counseling programs, art, music, and recreation programs, technology education 
programs, and character education programs, that are designed to reinforce and 
complement the regular academic program of participating students; and 
`(3) offer families of students served by community learning centers opportunities 
for literacy and related educational development. 

`(b) DEFINITIONS- In this part: 
`(1) COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER- The term `community learning center' 
means an entity that-- 

`(A) assists students in meeting State and local academic achievement 
standards in core academic subjects, such as reading and mathematics, 
by providing the students with opportunities for academic enrichment 
activities and a broad array of other activities (such as drug and violence 
prevention, counseling, art, music, recreation, technology, and character 
education programs) during nonschool hours or periods when school is 
not in session (such as before and after school or during summer recess) 
that reinforce and complement the regular academic programs of the 
schools attended by the students served; and 
`(B) offers families of students served by such center opportunities for 
literacy and related educational development. 

`(2) COVERED PROGRAM- The term `covered program' means a program for 
which-- 

`(A) the Secretary made a grant under part I of title X (as such part was in 
effect on the day before the date of enactment of the No Child Left Behind 
Act of 2001); and 
`(B) the grant period had not ended on that date of enactment. 

`(3) ELIGIBLE ENTITY- The term `eligible entity' means a local educational 
agency, community-based organization, another public or private entity, or a 
consortium of two or more of such agencies, organizations, or entities. 
`(4) STATE- The term `State' means each of the 50 States, the District of 
Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

`SEC. 4202. ALLOTMENTS TO STATES. 

`(a) RESERVATION- From the funds appropriated under section 4206 for any fiscal 
year, the Secretary shall reserve-- 

`(1) such amount as may be necessary to make continuation awards to grant 
recipients under covered programs (under the terms of those grants); 
`(2) not more than 1 percent for national activities, which the Secretary may carry 
out directly or through grants and contracts, such as providing technical 
assistance to eligible entities carrying out programs under this part or conducting 
a national evaluation; and 
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`(3) not more than 1 percent for payments to the outlying areas and the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs, to be allotted in accordance with their respective needs for 
assistance under this part, as determined by the Secretary, to enable the outlying 
areas and the Bureau to carry out the purpose of this part. 

`(b) STATE ALLOTMENTS- 
`(1) DETERMINATION- From the funds appropriated under section 4206 for any 
fiscal year and remaining after the Secretary makes reservations under 
subsection (a), the Secretary shall allot to each State for the fiscal year an 
amount that bears the same relationship to the remainder as the amount the 
State received under subpart 2 of part A of title I for the preceding fiscal year 
bears to the amount all States received under that subpart for the preceding 
fiscal year, except that no State shall receive less than an amount equal to one-
half of 1 percent of the total amount made available to all States under this 
subsection. 
`(2) REALLOTMENT OF UNUSED FUNDS- If a State does not receive an 
allotment under this part for a fiscal year, the Secretary shall reallot the amount 
of the State's allotment to the remaining States in accordance with this section. 

`(c) STATE USE OF FUNDS- 
`(1) IN GENERAL- Each State that receives an allotment under this part shall 
reserve not less than 95 percent of the amount allotted to such State under 
subsection (b), for each fiscal year for awards to eligible entities under section 
4204. 
`(2) STATE ADMINISTRATION- A State educational agency may use not more 
than 2 percent of the amount made available to the State under subsection (b) 
for-- 

`(A) the administrative costs of carrying out its responsibilities under this 
part; 
`(B) establishing and implementing a peer review process for grant 
applications described in section 4204(b) (including consultation with the 
Governor and other State agencies responsible for administering youth 
development programs and adult learning activities); and 
supervising the awarding of funds to eligible entities (in consultation with 
the Governor and other State agencies responsible for administering 
youth development programs and adult learning activities). 

`(3) STATE ACTIVITIES- A State educational agency may use not more than 3 
percent of the amount made available to the State under subsection (b) for the 
following activities: 

`(A) Monitoring and evaluation of programs and activities assisted under 
this part. 
`(B) Providing capacity building, training, and technical assistance under 
this part. 
`(C) Comprehensive evaluation (directly, or through a grant or contract) of 
the effectiveness of programs and activities assisted under this part. 
`(D) Providing training and technical assistance to eligible entities who are 
applicants for or recipients of awards under this part. 

`SEC. 4203. STATE APPLICATION. 

`(a) IN GENERAL- In order to receive an allotment under section 4202 for any fiscal 
year, a State shall submit to the Secretary, at such time as the Secretary may require, 
an application that-- 

`(1) designates the State educational agency as the agency responsible for the 
administration and supervision of programs assisted under this part; 
`(2) describes how the State educational agency will use funds received under 
this part, including funds reserved for State-level activities; 
`(3) contains an assurance that the State educational agency will make awards 
under this part only to eligible entities that propose to serve-- 
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`(A) students who primarily attend-- 
`(i) schools eligible for schoolwide programs under section 1114; 
or 
`(ii) schools that serve a high percentage of students from low-
income families; and 

`(B) the families of students described in subparagraph (A); 
`(4) describes the procedures and criteria the State educational agency will use 
for reviewing applications and awarding funds to eligible entities on a competitive 
basis, which shall include procedures and criteria that take into consideration the 
likelihood that a proposed community learning center will help participating 
students meet local content and student academic achievement standards; 
`(5) describes how the State educational agency will ensure that awards made 
under this part are-- 

`(A) of sufficient size and scope to support high-quality, effective 
programs that are consistent with the purpose of this part; and 
`(B) in amounts that are consistent with section 4204(h); 

`(6) describes the steps the State educational agency will take to ensure that 
programs implement effective strategies, including providing ongoing technical 
assistance and training, evaluation, and dissemination of promising practices; 
`(7) describes how programs under this part will be coordinated with programs 
under this Act, and other programs as appropriate; 
`(8) contains an assurance that the State educational agency-- 

`(A) will make awards for programs for a period of not less than 3 years 
and not more than 5 years; and 
`(B) will require each eligible entity seeking such an award to submit a 
plan describing how the community learning center to be funded through 
the award will continue after funding under this part ends; 

`(9) contains an assurance that funds appropriated to carry out this part will be 
used to supplement, and not supplant, other Federal, State, and local public 
funds expended to provide programs and activities authorized under this part and 
other similar programs; 
`(10) contains an assurance that the State educational agency will require eligible 
entities to describe in their applications under section 4204(b) how the 
transportation needs of participating students will be addressed; 
`(11) provides an assurance that the application was developed in consultation 
and coordination with appropriate State officials, including the chief State school 
officer, and other State agencies administering before and after school (or 
summer school) programs, the heads of the State health and mental health 
agencies or their designees, and representatives of teachers, parents, students, 
the business community, and community-based organizations; 
`(12) describes the results of the State's needs and resources assessment for 
before and after school activities, which shall be based on the results of on-going 
State evaluation activities; 
`(13) describes how the State educational agency will evaluate the effectiveness 
of programs and activities carried out under this part, which shall include, at a 
minimum-- 

`(A) a description of the performance indicators and performance 
measures that will be used to evaluate programs and activities; and 
`(B) public dissemination of the evaluations of programs and activities 
carried out under this part; and 

`(14) provides for timely public notice of intent to file an application and an 
assurance that the application will be available for public review after submission. 

`(b) DEEMED APPROVAL- An application submitted by a State educational agency 
pursuant to subsection (a) shall be deemed to be approved by the Secretary unless the 
Secretary makes a written determination, prior to the expiration of the 120-day period 
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beginning on the date on which the Secretary received the application, that the 
application is not in compliance with this part. 
`(c) DISAPPROVAL- The Secretary shall not finally disapprove the application, except 
after giving the State educational agency notice and opportunity for a hearing. 
`(d) NOTIFICATION- If the Secretary finds that the application is not in compliance, in 
whole or in part, with this part, the Secretary shall-- 

`(1) give the State educational agency notice and an opportunity for a hearing; 
and 
`(2) notify the State educational agency of the finding of noncompliance, and, in 
such notification, shall-- 

`(A) cite the specific provisions in the application that are not in 
compliance; and 
`(B) request additional information, only as to the noncompliant 
provisions, needed to make the application compliant. 

`(e) RESPONSE- If the State educational agency responds to the Secretary's notification 
described in subsection (d)(2) during the 45-day period beginning on the date on which 
the agency received the notification, and resubmits the application with the requested 
information described in subsection (d)(2)(B), the Secretary shall approve or disapprove 
such application prior to the later of-- 

`(1) the expiration of the 45-day period beginning on the date on which the 
application is resubmitted; or 
`(2) the expiration of the 120-day period described in subsection (b). 

`(f) FAILURE TO RESPOND- If the State educational agency does not respond to the 
Secretary's notification described in subsection (d)(2) during the 45-day period beginning 
on the date on which the agency received the notification, such application shall be 
deemed to be disapproved. 

SEC. 4204. LOCAL COMPETITIVE GRANT PROGRAM. 

`(a) IN GENERAL- A State that receives funds under this part for a fiscal year shall 
provide the amount made available under section 4202(c)(1) to eligible entities for 
community learning centers in accordance with this part. 
`(b) APPLICATION- 

`(1) IN GENERAL- To be eligible to receive an award under this part, an eligible 
entity shall submit an application to the State educational agency at such time, in 
such manner, and including such information as the State educational agency 
may reasonably require. 
`(2) CONTENTS- Each application submitted under paragraph (1) shall include-- 

`(A) a description of the before and after school or summer recess 
activities to be funded, including-- 

`(i) an assurance that the program will take place in a safe and 
easily accessible facility; 
`(ii) a description of how students participating in the program 
carried out by the community learning center will travel safely to 
and from the center and home; and 
`(iii) a description of how the eligible entity will disseminate 
information about the community learning center (including its 
location) to the community in a manner that is understandable and 
accessible; 

`(B) a description of how the activity is expected to improve student 
academic achievement; 
`(C) an identification of Federal, State, and local programs that will be 
combined or coordinated with the proposed program to make the most 
effective use of public resources; 
`(D) an assurance that the proposed program was developed, and will be 
carried out, in active collaboration with the schools the students attend; 



G-60 
Nebraska 21

st
 Century Community Learning Centers 2017 Technical Assistance 

`(E) a description of how the activities will meet the principles of 
effectiveness described in section 4205(b); 
`(F) an assurance that the program will primarily target students who 
attend schools eligible for schoolwide programs under section 1114 and 
the families of such students; 
`(G) an assurance that funds under this part will be used to increase the 
level of State, local, and other non-Federal funds that would, in the 
absence of funds under this part, be made available for programs and 
activities authorized under this part, and in no case supplant Federal, 
State, local, or non-Federal funds; 
`(H) a description of the partnership between a local educational agency, 
a community-based organization, and another public entity or private 
entity, if appropriate; 
`(I) an evaluation of the community needs and available resources for the 
community learning center and a description of how the program 
proposed to be carried out in the center will address those needs 
(including the needs of working families); 
`(J) a demonstration that the eligible entity has experience, or promise of 
success, in providing educational and related activities that will 
complement and enhance the academic performance, achievement, and 
positive youth development of the students; 
`(K) a description of a preliminary plan for how the community learning 
center will continue after funding under this part ends; 
`(L) an assurance that the community will be given notice of an intent to 
submit an application and that the application and any waiver request will 
be available for public review after submission of the application; 
`(M) if the eligible entity plans to use senior volunteers in activities carried 
out through the community learning center, a description of how the 
eligible entity will encourage and use appropriately qualified seniors to 
serve as the volunteers; and 
`(N) such other information and assurances as the State educational 
agency may reasonably require. 

`(c) APPROVAL OF CERTAIN APPLICATIONS- The State educational agency may 
approve an application under this part for a program to be located in a facility other than 
an elementary school or secondary school only if the program will be at least as 
available and accessible to the students to be served as if the program were located in 
an elementary school or secondary school. 
`(d) PERMISSIVE LOCAL MATCH- 

`(1) IN GENERAL- A State educational agency may require an eligible entity to 
match funds awarded under this part, except that such match may not exceed 
the amount of the grant award and may not be derived from other Federal or 
State funds. 
`(2) SLIDING SCALE- The amount of a match under paragraph (1) shall be 
established based on a sliding fee scale that takes into account-- 

`(A) the relative poverty of the population to be targeted by the eligible 
entity; and 
`(B) the ability of the eligible entity to obtain such matching funds. 

`(3) IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS- Each State educational agency that requires an 
eligible entity to match funds under this subsection shall permit the eligible entity 
to provide all or any portion of such match in the form of in-kind contributions. 
`(4) CONSIDERATION- Notwithstanding this subsection, a State educational 
agency shall not consider an eligible entity's ability to match funds when 
determining which eligible entities will receive awards under this part. 

`(e) PEER REVIEW- In reviewing local applications under this section, a State 
educational agency shall use a peer review process or other methods of assuring the 
quality of such applications. 
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`(f) GEOGRAPHIC DIVERSITY- To the extent practicable, a State educational agency 
shall distribute funds under this part equitably among geographic areas within the State, 
including urban and rural communities. 
`(g) DURATION OF AWARDS- Grants under this part may be awarded for a period of 
not less than 3 years and not more than 5 years. 
`(h) AMOUNT OF AWARDS- A grant awarded under this part may not be made in an 
amount that is less than $50,000. 
`(i) PRIORITY- 

`(1) IN GENERAL- In awarding grants under this part, a State educational 
agency shall give priority to applications-- 

`(A) proposing to target services to students who attend schools that have 
been identified as in need of improvement under section 1116; and 
`(B) submitted jointly by eligible entities consisting of not less than 1-- 

`(i) local educational agency receiving funds under part A of title I; 
and 
`(ii) community-based organization or other public or private entity. 

`(2) SPECIAL RULE- The State educational agency shall provide the same 
priority under paragraph (1) to an application submitted by a local educational 
agency if the local educational agency demonstrates that it is unable to partner 
with a community-based organization in reasonable geographic proximity and of 
sufficient quality to meet the requirements of this part. 

`SEC. 4205. LOCAL ACTIVITIES. 

`(a) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES- Each eligible entity that receives an award under this 
part may use the award funds to carry out a broad array of before and after school 
activities (including during summer recess periods) that advance student academic 
achievement, including-- 

`(1) remedial education activities and academic enrichment learning programs, 
including providing additional assistance to students to allow the students to 
improve their academic achievement; 
`(2) mathematics and science education activities; 
`(3) arts and music education activities; 
`(4) entrepreneurial education programs; 
`(5) tutoring services (including those provided by senior citizen volunteers) and 
mentoring programs; 
`(6) programs that provide after school activities for limited English proficient 
students that emphasize language skills and academic achievement; 
`(7) recreational activities; 
`(8) telecommunications and technology education programs; 
`(9) expanded library service hours; 
`(10) programs that promote parental involvement and family literacy; 
`(11) programs that provide assistance to students who have been truant, 
suspended, or expelled to allow the students to improve their academic 
achievement; and 
`(12) drug and violence prevention programs, counseling programs, and 
character education programs. 

`(b) PRINCIPLES OF EFFECTIVENESS- 
`(1) IN GENERAL- For a program or activity developed pursuant to this part to 
meet the principles of effectiveness, such program or activity shall-- 

`(A) be based upon an assessment of objective data regarding the need 
for before and after school programs (including during summer recess 
periods) and activities in the schools and communities; 
`(B) be based upon an established set of performance measures aimed at 
ensuring the availability of high quality academic enrichment 
opportunities; and 
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`(C) if appropriate, be based upon scientifically based research that 
provides evidence that the program or activity will help students meet the 
State and local student academic achievement standards. 

`(2) PERIODIC EVALUATION- 
`(A) IN GENERAL- The program or activity shall undergo a periodic 
evaluation to assess its progress toward achieving its goal of providing 
high quality opportunities for academic enrichment. 
`(B) USE OF RESULTS- The results of evaluations under subparagraph 
(A) shall be-- 

`(i) used to refine, improve, and strengthen the program or activity, 
and to refine the performance measures; and 
`(ii) made available to the public upon request, with public notice 
of such availability provided. 

`SEC. 4206. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

`There are authorized to be appropriated-- 
`(1) $1,250,000,000 for fiscal year 2002; 
`(2) $1,500,000,000 for fiscal year 2003; 
`(3) $1,750,000,000 for fiscal year 2004; 
`(4) $2,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2005; 
`(5) $2,250,000,000 for fiscal year 2006; and 
`(6) $2,500,000,000 for fiscal year 2007 


